Manual Multimedia Sermon

Return To Greatness Through Islam

1
RETURN TO GREATNESS THROUGH ISLAM
3 March 2017AD / 4 Jamadilakhir 1438H

ُوب ِإلَيْه ِ ،وَنَع ُوذ ُ ب ِاللّٰه ِ م ِنْ ش ُر ُورِ
ِإ َّن الحم َْد َ لِلّٰهِ ،نَحْمَد ُه ُ وَنَسْت َع ِي ْنُه ُ وَنَسْتَغْف ِر ُه ُ وَنَت ُ

تجِد َ لَه ُ وَل ًِّيا
ات أَ عْمَالِنَا ،م َنْ يَهْدِ اللّٰه ُ فَه ُو َ المُهْتَدِ وَم َنْ يُضْ لِلْ ف َلَنْ َ
أَ نْفُسِنَا وَسَي ِئ َ ِ
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شدًا.
م ُ ْر ِ

سو ْلُه ُ،
ك لَه ُ ،وَأَ شْهَد ُ أَ َّن مُح ََّمدًا عَبْد ُه ُ وَر َ ُ
أَ شْهَد ُ أَ ْن َّلا ِإلََٰه َ ِإ َّلا اللّٰه ُ وَحْد َه ُ ل َا شَرِي ْ َ
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َل وَسَل ِ ْم عَلَى نَب ِي ِنَا مُح ََّمدٍ وَعَلَى آلِه ِ وَصَ ح ْبِه ِ وَم َنْ د َعَا بِدَعْوَتِه ِ ِإلَى يَو ْ ِم
ا َ َّلله َُّم ص ِ
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ي بتَِقْو َى اللّٰه ِ وَطَاع َتِه ِ لَع َ َّل ك ُ ْم
صيْك ُ ْم وَن َ ْفس ِ ْ
أَ َّما بَعْد ُ ،فَيَا عِبَاد َ اللّٰه ِ ،ا َِّتقُو ْا اللّٰهَ ،ا ُ ْو ِ
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الد ِيْنِ.

حونَ.
تُفْل ِ ُ

ﭧﭨ ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﭸ ﭹ ﭺ ﭻ ﭼﭽ ﭾ ﭿ ﮀ ﮁ ﮂ ﮃ ﮄ
ﮅ ﮆ ﮇ ﮈ ﮉ ﮊﮋ ﮌ ﮍ ﮎ ﮏ ﮐ ﮑ ﮒ
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ﮓﮔ
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Let us enhance our conviction in Allah SWT through sincere obedience to
Him and His Messenger, and avoiding all that He has forbade us from
doing. May we be rewarded with blessings and forgiveness from Allah SWT.
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Have we ever reflected upon and thought about how lucky we are to have
been born as Muslims? Have we ever noticed the difference between how
our new Muslim converts act and how they appreciate the guidance of
8

Islam, compared to those who have long since inherited their religion at
birth? Unfortunately, many Muslims today do not seem to appreciate the
priceless blessings of Islam.
Therefore, the sermon today shall discuss the topic: "Return to Greatness
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Through Islam".
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Let us together reflect upon the question: what is Islam and what makes it
impressive? To answer that, we first must realize the true nature of humans
who live on this earth. As Allah SWT has stated in Surah Al-An'am, verse
32:
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ﮡ ﮢ ﮣ ﮤ ﮥ ﮦﮧ ﮨ ﮩ ﮪ ﮫ ﮬﮭ ﮮ ﮯ ﮰ
Which means: “And the worldly life is not but amusement and diversion;
but the home of the Hereafter is best for those who fear Allah SWT, so will
you not reason?”
Acknowledge the fact that our purpose in this life is simply to build our
conviction and devotion towards Allah SWT alone. Through conviction and
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faith, we will surely be victorious, peaceful and secure in the eternal
Hereafter. Therefore, the only way to build conviction and devotion is to
obey Allah SWT through compliance of Islamic laws.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
In reality, many Muslims today are becoming increasingly distant from
practicing the true Islamic way of life. They seem to have lost faith in Islam,
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a way of life which ensures happiness in this world and in the Hereafter. In
fact, some are embarrassed to openly display the Islamic way of life. Isn’t
Islam a comprehensive way of life, which is perfect and guarantees us
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abundance and success in this world and in the Hereafter?
Let us ponder upon this affirmation by Allah SWT, in Surah Ali Imran, verse
85:

ﭯﭰﭱﭲ ﭳﭴﭵﭶﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻﭼ
13

Which means: “If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to
Allah), never will it be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter He will be in the
ranks of those who have lost (All spiritual good)”.
Therefore, be thankful that Allah SWT has chosen us to be Muslims among
all others in the world.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Although our ultimate goal is achieving happiness in the Hereafter, we must
also remember that we are also vicegerents of Allah SWT on earth, who are

14

responsible to administer this world according to the rules set by Him.
Rasulullah SAW had in fact reminded us to hold steadfastly to the teachings
of Islam.
As recorded by Ibn Majah Rahimahullah and narrated by al-'Irbadh bin
Sariyah RA, Rasulullah SAW was reported to have said:
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.

كنَهَارِه َا ل َا يَز ِي ُغ عَنْهَا بَعْدِي ِإ َّلا ه َال ِك
َ  لَي ْلُه َا،ِق َ ْد ت َرَكْ تُك ُ ْم عَلَى ال ْبَيْضَاء

Which means: “Indeed I have left you upon a clear white path, its night is
like its day. No one deviates from it after me, except that he is destroyed.”
History has also proven that Islam would lead us to success and excellence.
Look at the greatness and the pinnacle of education and knowledge
achieved at the time of the Abbasid Caliphate, especially during the reign of
16

Caliph Harun al-Rashid. Acknowledge also the sophistication and military
tactics of the great Ottoman Caliphate which saw Islam ruling two-thirds of
the known world then. This is clear proof that Islam brought glory to the
world without neglecting the requirements of the Hereafter.
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Islam would be far greater if its followers actively engage in good deeds.
Islam would be more dignified if its followers intensely acquire knowledge.
Islam would reign supreme if its followers put faith and conviction as the
17

axis of life. On the other hand, as a result of ignoring faith and conviction in
life, being complacent and neglectful due to the pleasures of the world, and
being unable to see the importance of seeking knowledge, then of course,
Muslims would look backward and weak.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
We will definitely be great with Islam, because Islam is the religion
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recognised by Allah SWT. We can be magnificent with Islam because Allah
SWT will always be with us, if we remain devoutly on His path. We can
achieve real success with Islam if we strategize towards it.
Therefore, let us start with knowledge, as knowledge is the light that
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illuminates our path. There are three basic types of knowledge which must
be emphasised and acquired in this life, namely:
First: The Knowledge of Faith
Faith is a matter of belief and trust. We must learn about each one in order
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for our conviction to be secure and protected from all forms of distortions,
such as liberal thinking, secularism, Shiah and others.
We must also acquire knowledge regarding matters which can cause the
invalidation of faith through speech or actions. This is the main fortress that
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must be strengthened by every Muslim. If faith collapses, the bastion of
Islam will also fall.
Second: Knowledge about Islam
Islam encompasses all knowledge related to man’s way of life, including
worship, jurisprudence, commercial dealings, criminal law and government.
If we are ignorant about such systems of Islam, it is likely our deeds will be
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invalidated or void. When we are ignorant about them, we may easily
commit actions forbidden by Allah SWT. Therefore, we would not have a
valid reason to question judgements passed in the Hereafter when we have
in fact been given the chance right now to acquire as much knowledge as
4
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possible, to prepare for that eventual day.
Third: Knowledge in obtaining Ihsan
Obtaining Ihsan as described by Rasulullah SAW is worshipping Allah
SWT as if we can actually see Him, but if we cannot act as if we actually
see Him, then we still have the belief that He is constantly watching over
23

us. Be mindful that Allah SWT sees our behaviour, knows the intent of our
heart, as well as know our plans. Therefore, in the process of obtaining
Ihsan, we are required to be aware, and to educate our hearts to always
remember Allah SWT.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Sayiddina Umar Al Khattab RA offered a reminder:

 أذلنا الله، فإن ابتغينا العزة بغيره.نحن قوم أعزنا الله بالإسلام
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Which means: "We are all honoured by Allah SWT through Islam. But, if we
seek glory apart from Islam, Allah SWT will humiliate us."
Don’t even dare to dream of becoming leaders of the world, let alone be put
on a pedestal or be held in high regard if we do not practice Islam
completely. The reality today is that we view prayer obligations as
25

insignificant, we mix the lawful with the unlawful, have unrestrained mingling
between men and women, look at wrongdoings as a normal part of life,
allow the modesty of our wives and daughters to be exposed and allow evil
to propagate and flourish.
Reflect upon the reminder given by Rasulullah SAW, as recorded by Imam
Abu Dawud Rahimahullah and narrated by al-'Irbadh bin Sariyah RA:
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َّ َفَعَلَيْك ُ ْم بِس َُّنتِي وَس َُّنة ِ الْخل َُف َاء ِ ال ْم َ ْهدِيِين
ِ جذ
ِ  تَم ََّسكُوا بِهَا وَع َُّضوا عَلَيْهَا ب َِّالنوَا،ن
َ شدِي
ِ الرا
Which means: “Follow my Sunnah, and the practices of the Rightly Guided
Caliphs who come after me. Hold steadfast to that like a bite with your molar
teeth”
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Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Ending the sermon today, let us together reflect on some takeaways as our
guidance:

First:

Islam is a religion of blessings, harmony, progress, excellence
and is a comprehensive way of life.
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Second:

Understanding and embracing Islam is a continuous and
endless process. Seek the knowledge of Islam in order to
increase our faith and conviction.

Third:

Restore the beauty and grandeur of Islam through our earnest
embrace of its practices in our life.

Allah SWT declared in Surah as-Saf, verse 7:

ﭷ ﭸ ﭹﭺ ﭻ
ﭲ ﭳ ﭴ ﭵ ﭶ ﭷ ﭸ ﭹ ﭺ ﭻ ﭼﭽ ﭾ ﭿ ﮀ ﮁ
ﮂﮃ
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Which means: “Who does greater wrong than one who invents falsehood
against Allah, even as he is being invited to Islam? And Allah guides not
those who do wrong.”

ِ َات وَالذِكْر
ِ ن الآي
َ ِ ن الْعَظِي ِْم وَنَفَعَنِي و َِإ َّياك ُ ْم بِمَا فِيْه ِ م
ِ ب َارَك َ اللّٰه ُ ل ِ ْي وَل َك ُ ْم ب ِالْقُر ْآ
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َّ َ ل م ِنِي وَمِنْك ُ ْم تِلاوَتَه ُ ِإ َّنه ُ ه ُو
ُ ل قَو ْل ِ ْي هَذ َا وَأَ سْ تَغْف ِر
ُ ْ أَ قُو.ُ السمِي ُع الْعَلِي ْم
َ كي ِْم وَتَق ََّب
ِ َ الْح
ِ ات الأَ حْ يَاء
ِ َ ات وَال ْمُؤْم ِنِيْنَ وَال ْمُؤْم ِن
ِ َ اللّٰه َ الْعَظِي ْم َ ل ِ ْي وَل َك ُ ْم وَلِس َا ئِر ِ ال ْمُسْل ِمِيْنَ وَال ْمُسْل ِم
َّ ُ مِنْه ُ ْم وَالأَ مْوَات فَاسْ تَغْف ِر ُْوه ُ ِإ َّنه ُ ه ُو َ الْغَفُو ْر
.ُ حي ْم
ِ الر
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