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ِ ِ
 وَنَع ُوذ ُ ب ِالل ّه ِ م ِنْ شُر ُورِ أَ نْف ُسِنَا،ِ ُوب ِإلَيْه
ّ َّ ِإ
ُ  نَحْمَد ُه ُ وَنَسْت َعِي ْن ُه ُ وَنَسْتَغْف ِر ُه ُ وَنَت،ن الحم َْد َ للّه

.شدًا
ِ تجِد َ لَه ُ وَل ًِّي ّا م ُ ْر
َ ْ م َنْ يَهْدِه ِ الل ّه ُ فَه ُو َ المُهْتَدِ وَم َنْ يُضْ لل ِْه ُ فَلَن،ات أَ عْمَالِنَا
ِ َ وَسَي ِّئ
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َّ أَ شْهَد ُ أَ ْن لا َ ِإلَه َ ِإ
،ُ سو ْلُه
ُ َ ن مُح ََّم ّدًا عَبْد ُه ُ وَر
ّ َّ َ وَأَ شْهَد ُ أ،ُ ك لَه
َ ْ لا ّ الل ّه وَحْد َه ُ ل َا شَرِي
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.ِسل ِّم عَلَى نَب ِيِّنَا مُح ََّم ّدٍ وَعَلَى آلِه ِ وَصَ ح ْبِه ِ وَم َنْ د َعَا بِدَعْوَتِه ِ اِلَى يَو ْ ِم الد ِّيْن
َ َل و
َ ا َ َّلل ّه ُ َّ ّم
ِّ ص
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صيْك ُ ْم وَن َ ْفس ِي بتَِقْو َى الل ّه ِ وَطَاع َتِه ِ لَع ََّل ّ ك ُ ْم
ِ  ا ُ ْو،َ ا َِّت ّق ُوا الل ّه، فَيَا عِبَاد َ الل ّه،ُ أَ َّمّا بَعْد
.َتُفْلِحُون

ﭧﭨ ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
6

ﭺ ﭻ ﭼ ﭽ ﭾ ﭿ ﮀﮁ ﮂ ﮃ ﮄ ﮅ
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Let us together increase the level of our faith and conviction in Allah SWT
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by performing all that He has commanded and avoiding all that He has
prohibited. May we receive all His rewards and blessings in this world and in
the Hereafter.
The mimbar today shall deliver a sermon entitled, "Scholars as Guides of
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the People."
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Who are those worthy enough to be called ulama’, or scholars? Ibn Jarir at-
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Tabari, in his book of interpretations, Jami'ul Bayan, said the term scholar
denotes someone who has been made a leader of mankind by Allah SWT in
matters of jurisprudence, knowledge, religion, and the world. Meanwhile, Ibn
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al-Qayyim in I'lamul Muwaqqi'in interprets a ‘scholar’ as being an expert in
Islamic law, who has the right to issue fatwas on a point of Islamic law
among the people, who concerns himself with the study of Islamic law and
then summing it all to formulate the rules of what is permitted and what is
prohibited.
In essence, an ulama’, or scholar, is someone who diligently explores and
strives to understand the religion and then delivers it to the people. Allah
SWT asserts this in Surah At-Tauba, verse 122:
10

ﯱﯲﯳ

ﯧ ﯨ ﯩ ﯪ ﯫﯬ ﯭ ﯮ ﯯ ﯰ

ﯴﯵﯶ ﯷﯸﯹﯺﯻ ﯼ ﯽﯾ
Which means: “Nor should the Believers all go forth together: if a
contingent from every expedition remained behind, they could devote
11

themselves to studies in religion, and admonish the people when they return
to them, - that thus they (may learn) to guard themselves (against evil).”
Generally, the ulama’, or scholars, have distinctive features that are not
commonly possessed by the general public. Among those distinctive
features are:

12
First: Scholars possess very high knowledge, especially knowledge related
to Islam as well as worldly knowledge. This is because the title of ‘scholar’
itself is closely related to the words 'knowledge' and 'learned'.
Second: Scholars are constantly committed in practicing the knowledge
they possess. Scholars do not let their knowledge to just linger in their
minds and tongues only, but they translate them into their daily behaviour
13

and life. This is because society is always watching the character and
behaviour of scholars, as if every step the scholars make become their
statements and postulations.

14

Third: Scholars are responsible to sincerely convey their knowledge to

2
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everyone through existing channels. When imparting knowledge, scholars
should have the courage to speak the truth and to not remain silent against
any evil or injustice that occurs in plain sight.
Fourth: Scholars are endowed with noble characters, akin to the personality
and character of Rasulullah SAW. A scholar displays humility when praised
15

by the society, courteous when dealing with the public, and guards his
tongue from uttering contemptible and despicable words. In short, the
character of Rasulullah SAW is constantly emulated.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Today, the challenges we face are increasingly destructive. Values that are
not in line with Islam is spreading through all aspects of life. Values within
the spheres of leadership, administrative, social, economic, educational,
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family and others, are slowly moving away from the policies and tenets of
Islam. Betrayal, slander, oppression, lack of transparency and a thousand
other so called ‘diseases’ are devouring the sense and conscience of the
society. Therefore, who is responsible to enlighten the people about such
dangers?
This is where we must realize that we need an institution to act as a check
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and balance on the journey of our lives, so that the society shall always be
on the desired path of Allah SWT.
That is why the Al-Quran suggests that there should be a group of people
who act to resolve the problems of the society, as mentioned in Surah Ali
Imran, verse 104:
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ﮖ ﮗ ﮘ ﮙ ﮚ ﮛ ﮜ ﮝ ﮞ ﮟ ﮠﮡ ﮢ ﮣ
ﮤﮥ
Which means: “Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all
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that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: They are
the ones to attain felicity.”
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In fulfilling these requirements, the community should lend a hand to the
scholars, offer assistance and cooperation in enjoining good and forbidding
evil. The cooperation between scholars and the public would definitely
20

produce the maximum positive impact that would benefit the society and the
country. Among the matters that the society can contribute in assisting the
scholars are:
First: Accord scholars with the appropriate level of respect. There are those
within the society who feel irritated with scholars, due to various
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unreasonable excuses, when in fact, Rasulullah SAW had ranked these
scholars above others.
At-Tirmidhi recorded a narration by Abu Al-Bahili Umamah RA where
Rasulullah SAW was reported to have said:
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ِ الل ّه ُ عَلَيْه
ُ ل رَسُو
َ  ث َُّم ّ قَا،كف َضْ ل ِي عَلَى أَ دْن َاك ُ ْم
َ ِل الْع َال ِ ِم عَلَى الْع َابِد
ُ ْف َض
َّ الل ّه ِ صَلَّ ّى
َّ ل

َّ ات وَالْأَ رَضِينَ ح ََّت ّى
 وَح ََّت ّى،النمّْلَة َ فِي جُ حْرِه َا
ِ َ سم َو
ّ َّ ل ال
َ ْ الل ّه َ وَم َلَائِكَت َه ُ وَأَ ه
ّ َّ  ِإ:َ س َّل ّم
َ َو
َّ ن
َّ ِ الْحُوتَ لَيُص َُّل ّونَ عَلَى مُعَل ِ ّم
.َ س الْخ َيْر
ِ الن ّا

Which means: "The superiority of the learned over the devout worshipper is
like my superiority over the most inferior amongst you (in good deeds)." He
23

went on to say, "Allah, His angels, the dwellers of the heaven and the earth,
and even the ant in its nest and the fish (in water) supplicate in favour of
those who teach people knowledge."
Second: Reprimand scholars through good and wise admonition. Scholars
are also human beings who are not above any wrongdoing. They also have
a soul and feelings to be given the courtesy of positive criticism. Abu Bakr

24

and Umar RA, when appointed Caliph, had called on the scholars to
censure and advise their leadership if their leadership and administration
were not in line with the laws of Allah SWT and the Sunnah of Rasulullah
SAW.

25

Nowadays, there are times when social media is used as a weapon
4
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brandished against scholars, in an attempt to advise and admonish them.
Rest assured, this will only satisfy the desires of the criticizer, while a bigger
problem will arise, which is the persecution and slander of religious
institutions, which in turn, will generally fester. Eventually, scholastic
institutions will no longer be fairly respected.
26

Third: Support the scholars in fighting evil and upholding justice.
Surah At-Tauba, verse 71 states this support:

ﮑ ﮒ ﮓ ﮔ ﮕﮖ ﮗ ﮘ ﮙ ﮚ
27

ﮛ ﮜ ﮝ ﮞ ﮟ ﮠ ﮡ ﮢﮣ ﮤ
ﮥ ﮦﮧ ﮨ ﮩ ﮪ ﮫ ﮬ
Which means: “The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of
another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe
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regular prayers, practise regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger.
On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise.”
Of late, there are those who, without proper manners and civility, openly
criticize scholars. They expose the shortcomings of some scholars, to the
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point where all scholars are seen as irrelevant and are of no benefit to the
society. The scholars are even highlighted as dangerous and harmful, and
are to be shunned.
It would be proper if such criticisms were made privately or through the
proper channels, in order to maintain harmony and respect of religious

30

institutions in the public eye. We should not forget that scholars are much
respected even by Allah SWT. And, it is most appropriate that we should
honour them, and be more civilized towards them.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
The takeaways of this sermon are as follows:

31
First:

The Scholars, or ulama’, are those who are knowledgeable,
5
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who practice and impart their knowledge with courage, based
on truth and justice.

Second:

People need to believe and respect the ulama’, as it is an
institution that continues the struggles of Rasulullah SAW.

Third:

Being disrespectful and not following the lead of scholars will
increase our tendency to deviate from the truthful path.

To conclude today’s sermon, let us reflect upon the words of Allah SWT in
Surah An-Naml, verse 15:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
32

ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ ﭢﭣ ﭤ ﭥ ﭦ ﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭪ ﭫ ﭬ ﭭ
ﭮ
Which means: “We gave (in the past) knowledge to Daud and Sulaiman:
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And they both said: "Praise be to Allah, Who has favoured us above many
of his servants who believe!"

ِ َات وَالذِّكْر
ِ ن الآي
َ ِ ن الْعَظِي ِْم وَنَفَعَنِي و َِإ َّي ّاك ُ ْم بِمَا فِيْه ِ م
ِ ب َارَك َ الل ّه ُ ل ِ ْي وَل َك ُ ْم ب ِالْقُر ْآ
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ُ ل قَو ْل ِ ْي هَذ َا وَأَ سْ تَغْف ِر
ُ ْ أَ قُو.ُ سمِي ُع الْعَلِي ْم
ّ َّ ل م ِن ِ ّي وَمِنْك ُ ْم تِلاوَتَه ُ ِإ َّن ّه ُ ه ُو َ ال
َ ّ كي ِْم وَتَق ََّب
ِ َ الْح
ِ ات الأَ حْ يَاء
ِ َ ات وَال ْمُؤْم ِنِيْنَ وَال ْمُؤْم ِن
ِ َ الل ّه َ الْعَظِي ْم َ ل ِ ْي وَل َك ُ ْم وَلِس َا ئِر ِ ال ْمُسْل ِمِيْنَ وَال ْمُسْل ِم
َّ ُ مِنْه ُ ْم وَالأَ مْوَات فَاسْ تَغْف ِر ُْوه ُ ِإ َّن ّه ُ ه ُو َ الْغَف ُو ْر
.ُ حي ْم
ِ ّ الر
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