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ASSISTANCE PROVIDED, CITIZENS AIDED
(12 August 2016AD / 9 Zulkaedah 1437H)
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،ُ  و َهَد َانا َ ب ِالْق ُرآن لِلَتِي هِي َ أَ ق ْوَم،ْا ْلحم َْد ُ لِلّه ِ الذ ِي ع ََّل ّم َ و َأَ نْعَم

ﭧ ﭨ ﭷ ﭸ ﭹ ﭺﭻ
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ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ
،ُ ن سَيِّد َنَا مُح ََّم ّدًا ع َبْد ُه ُ وَرَسُولُه
ّ َّ َ و َأَ شْهَد ُ أ،ُ ك لَه
َ الل ّه ُ وَحْد َه ُ ل َا شَر ِي
َّ أَ شْهَد ُ أَ ْن ل َا ِإلَه َ ِإ َّلّا
َّ
ن ِإلَى يَو ْ ِم
ٍ صحَابِه ِ وَم َنْ تَبِعَه ُ ْم ب ِِإحْ سَا
ْ َ و َعَلَى آلِه ِ و َأ،سل ِ ّ ْم عَلَى سَيِّدِنَا مُح ََّم ّد
َ َل و
َ الل ّه ُ َّ ّم
ِّ ص
.ِالد ِّيْن
َ  فَق َ ْد فَاز،ِ  ُأ ْوصِيْك ُ ْم و َِإ َّي ّايَ بتَِقْو َى الل ّه ِ وَطَاع َتِه،َ َّات ّقُو ْا الل ّه،ِ فَيَا ع ِبَاد َ الل ّه،ُ أَ َّمّا بَعْد

َّ ِالز ّاد
َّ َ ن خَيْر
.َحوْن
ُ ِ اب لَع َ َّل ّ ك ُ ْم تُفْل
ِ َ  و ََّات ّقُو ْا الل ّه َ يَا ُأول ِي الْال َْب،الت ّقْو َى
ّ َّ  و َت َز َ َّوّدُوْا ف َِإ،َال ْم َُّت ّقُوْن

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
The command to remain faithful to Allah SWT is the most valuable reminder
to all Muslims. That is why this message is constantly repeated every week
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to Muslims, so that we would increase our devotion and conviction in Allah
SWT from time to time, by performing all that He has commanded and
avoiding all that He has prohibited. With that, may we receive His blessings
in this world and in the Hereafter.
Giving to charity and contributing a portion of our wealth or earnings to help
those in need is considered a revered act and a requirement in Islam.
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Moreover, Islam has made it obligatory for every Muslim to give zakat, as it
is one of the Pillars of Islam.
1
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Surely this practice has its own wisdom in Islam. Accordingly, the khatib
9

today shall discuss a sermon entitled, “Assistance Provided, Citizens
Aided”.
As true believers, we believe that Allah SWT has set different measures of
sustenance to be received by each human being. Some are rich, some are
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poor, some are happy, some face difficulties, and so on. This is to ensure
that every human being will be sensitive to, and are aware of, the fate of
those around him and not only think of himself.
In fact, Islam encourages its followers to give part of their sustenance or
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earnings to those in need, which in turn, is considered good practice and will
gain the attention of Allah SWT.
This is evident through the words of Allah SWT in Surah Ali 'Imran, verse
92, which was read at the beginning of this sermon, and carries the
following meanings:
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“By no means shall you attain righteousness unless you give (freely) of that
which you love; and whatever you give, of a truth Allah knows it well.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Islam’s instruction to give zakat and to perform charity is not aimed at taking
advantage of the wealthy and rich. On the contrary, every person should
strive to improve their economy and that of their families so as to be free
13

from the practice of begging or asking from others, and ultimately to be able
to perform charity and give zakat themselves. The practice of charity is not
just for the rich. In fact, it is more favoured and honourable if it is done by
ordinary people.
This is wisely mentioned in a hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah RA and
recorded by Imam Nasa'i:
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َّ ّالل ّه ِ أَ ُي
ح
ٌ ح شَ ح ِي
ٌ ص َّ ّدقَ و َأَ ن ْتَ صَ ح ِي
َ َ ل أَ ْن ت
َ ل قَا
ُ ض
َ ْ الصّ د َقَة ِ أَ ف
َ ل يَا رَسُو
ٌ ُ ل رَج
َ قَا
َّ ل
) (رواه النسائي.َ تخ ْش َى الْفَقْر
َ َ ْش و
َ ل الْعَي
ُ ُ تَأْ م
2
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Which means: "A man asked: O’ Messenger of Allah, which charity is the
15

best? The Prophet answered: You should give charity while you are healthy
and you feel very hard to give out anything, you love life and are afraid of
falling into poverty”.
The Hadith also teaches us to fight against our desire for worldly things, our
fear of poverty and our selfishness. Charity given as a result of our efforts
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and striving against our desires will raise the value of our good deed. If this
spirit is observed and complied by every Muslim, the khatib believes we
shall become an Ummah which loves giving and abhor begging.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
The responsibility to help and defend the poor and the needy, is placed on
the shoulders of every individual Muslim and their leaders (Ulil Amri).
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Cooperation in this role should be concerted and strong. As such, each
individual is responsible to pay the zakat through institutions and collectors
who have been appointed by the authorities.
This was stated by the Companions RA in declaring allegiance to Rasulullah
SAW, as stated in a hadith narrated by Abdillah bin Jarir RA and recorded
by Imam al-Bukhari:
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ِ َْالن ّص
ُ الز ّك َاة ِ و
َّ ِ الصّ لَاة ِ و َِإيتَاء
َّ س َّل ّم َ عَلَى ِإقَا ِم
َّ ُبَايَعْت
ل
َ َ الل ّه ُ عَلَيْه ِ و
ِ ّ ُ ح لِك
َّ الن ّب ِ َّيّ ص ََّل ّى
) (رواه البخاري.سل ِ ٍم
ْ ُم

Which means: "I have pledged allegiance to Rasulullah SAW on matters
19

concerning the establishing of regular prayers, the giving of zakat, and
offering advice to every Muslim."
It is evident from the hadith that the giving of zakat is deemed as part of
Islamic teachings and declared as an agreement between the people and
their leaders. The people are responsible to pay zakat while the authorities

20

are responsible to manage it. In addition, paying zakat through the related
Treasury or department (Baitulmal) will also help empower and strengthen
zakat management institutions of our country.
3
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This is because, individually, Muslims are unable to effectively track eligible
recipients, collect zakat and distribute them to needy beneficiaries. Not all of
21

the poor would request or beg for assistance, but nonetheless, it is still our
obligation to assist them.
Allah SWT stated in Surah az-Zariyat, verse 19:

ﮗﮘ ﮙﮚﮛ ﮜ
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Which means: “And in their wealth and possessions (was remembered) the
right of the (needy,) of him who asked, and of him who (for some reason)
was prevented (from asking)”.
It is also described in a hadith of Rasulullah SAW, as narrated by Abu
Hurairah RA and recorded by Imam Muslim RH:
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ُ ُ س فَت َر ُ ُدّه
َّ ُوف عَلَى
ن
ِ الل ّ ْقم َة ُ و َُالل ّ ْقم َتَا
ِ الن ّا
ُ اف ال َّ ّذ ِي يَط
ِ ّ ط َّو
ّ َّ سكِينُ بِهَذ َا ال
ْ ِ ْس الْم
َ لَي
يجِد ُ غِن ًى يُغْن ِيه ِ وَل َا
َ ل ال َّ ّذ ِي ل َا
َ الل ّه ِ قَا
َ سكِينُ يَا رَسُو
ْ ِ ن قَالُوا فَمَا الْم
ِ و ََّالتمّ ْرَة ُ و ََّالتمّ ْر َتَا
َّ ل
َّ ل
) (رواه مسلم.شي ْئًا
َ اس
َ ّ الن
ُ َص َّ ّدقَ عَلَيْه ِ وَل َا يَسْأ
َ َ ن لَه ُ فَيُت
ُ َ ي ُ ْفط
"The poor person is not the one who goes round the people and ask them
for a mouthful or two (of meals) or a date or two. The Prophet's Companions
asked: O’ Messenger of Allah, then who is poor? He said: The poor is that
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who has not enough (money) to satisfy his needs and whose condition is
not known to others, that others may give him something in charity, and who
does not beg of people."
Thus, Islam teaches us to be sensitive to the situation of those in need even
if they do not beg or ask for it. Giving to someone who requests for it is
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easy, while giving to someone who is really in need but does not ask, is far
more difficult. Nonetheless, it is the responsibility of every Muslim and the
authorities to fulfil this requirement
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
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The problem of beggars in our country is increasing. What is more shocking
4
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is the Social Welfare Department’s statistics which shows an annual
increase in the number of beggars who were saved throughout the country
since 2013 until now. From one point, yes, indeed we are grateful to the
authorities for taking a proactive stance and worked tirelessly to carry out
their responsibilities.
But, from another standpoint, we are troubled by the rise in the numbers. As
27

more beggars are saved, there are more who are resorting to begging.
Remember the warning by Rasulullah SAW regarding those who
deliberately ask or beg.
as narrated by Hubsyi Rahimahullah RA and recorded by Imam Ahmad bin
Junaadah:

) (رواه أحمد.َ ل ا ْلجم َ ْر
ُ ُ ل م ِنْ غَيْر ِ ف َ ْقرٍ فَك َأَ َّن ّمَا يَأْ ك
َ َم َنْ سَأ
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Which means: "Whoever begs from others without being in any difficulty, is
akin to eating the coals of Hell."
This number of beggars would be reduced if we take a more concerted
effort with regards to this social problem. We need to wisely choose how to
29

contribute so that our contribution does not fall into the hands of those who
do not deserve it, such as begging syndicates which usually misuse religion
to justify their activities.
We have the right to ask questions and investigate, to some extent, those
who ask for charity from us. This is because, apart from expecting a reward
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from Allah SWT for the charity we give, we also expect our contribution to
actually be used by those in need. At the same time, we would also want to
remove beggars who are taking advantage of our generosity.
To address and eliminate the issue of beggars and begging syndicates, all
communities should come together and collaborate with government
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agencies to combat this unhealthy social ill. People are encouraged to
provide information and report begging activities in their surrounding areas
to the nearest relevant authority for further action.

5
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Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
To end the sermon today, let us ponder on some of its conclusions, as a
reflection and guide for us all:

First:

The practice of giving zakat and charity reflects on our
excellence, eminence and generosity as Muslims.
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Second:

Muslims are responsible towards the authorities and their
leaders to pay the zakat through the Treasury (Baitulmal).

Third:

All parties must strive to deal with the problem of begging
which misappropriates the charity we give and takes
advantage of our generosity.

Allah SWT declared in Surah Saba ', verse 39:

ﭷ ﭸ ﭹﭺ ﭻ
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ﯰ ﯱ ﯲ ﯳ ﯴ ﯵ ﯶ ﯷ ﯸ ﯹ ﯺﯻ ﯼ ﯽ ﯾ ﯿ ﰀ
ﰁﰂ ﰃ ﰄ ﰅ ﰆ
Which means: "Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the Sustenance to
such of his servants as He pleases: and nothing do you spend in the least
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(in His cause) but He replaces it: for He is the Best of those who grant
Sustenance”.

ِ ات و َالذِّكْر
ِ َ ن الْآي
َ ِ  و َنَفَعَن ِ ْي و َِإ َّي ّاك ُ ْم بِمَا فِيْه ِ م،ن الْعَظِي ِْم
ِ بَارَك َ الل ّه ُ ل ِ ْي و َل َك ُ ْم ب ِالْقُر ْآ
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ُ ل هَذ َا و َأَ سْ تَغْف ِر
ِ ْ ل قَو
ُ ْ  أَ قُو.سمِي ْ ُع الْعَلِي ِْم
ّ َّ  ِإ َّن ّه ُ ه ُو َ ال،ُ ل مِن ِ ّي وَمِنْك ُ ْم تِلَاو َتَه
َ ّ  و َتَق ََّب،كي ِْم
ِ َ الْح

ك
َ ِ  ب ِرَحْمَت،ات
ِ َ  و َال ْمُؤْم ِنِيْنَ و َال ْمُؤْم ِن،ات
ِ َ  و َلِس َائِر ِ ال ْمُسْل ِمِيْنَ و َال ْمُسْل ِم،ْالل ّه َ الْعَظِي ِْم ل ِي و َل َكُم
َّ َ ن و َيَا نَجَاة
َّ َ حم
. َالت ّائبِِيْن
َ ْ  فَاسْ تَغْف ِر ُ ْوه ُ فَيَا فَوْز َ ال ْمُسْتَغْفِرِي.َالر ّا ِحم ِيْن
َ يَا أَ ْر
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