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،ُ ن ل َِّلتِي هِي َ أَ ق ْوَم
ِ  و َهَد َانَا ب ِالْقُر ْآ،َ ا ْلحم َْد ُ ل َِّله ِ الَّذ ِي ع ََّلم َ و َأَ ن ْعَم

2

ﭧﭨ ﭷ ﭸ ﭹ ﭺﭻ
3

ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠﭡ
ﭢ ﭣﭤ ﭥ ﭦ ﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭪ ﭫ ﭬ ﭭ ﭮ
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ُ  و َأَ شْهَد ُ أَ َّن سَيِد َنَا مُح ََّمدًا ع َبْد ُه ُ وَرَسُولُه،ُ ك لَه
َ الله ُ وَحْد َه ُ ل َا شَر ِي
َّ أَ شْهَد ُ أَ ْن ل َا ِإلَه َ ِإ َّلا
َّ
ن ِإلَى يَو ْ ِم
ٍ صحَابِه ِ وَم َنْ تَبِعَه ُ ْم ب ِِإحْ سَا
ْ َ و َعَلَى آلِه ِ و َأ،َل وَسَل ِ ْم عَلَى سَيِدِنَا مُح ََّمد
ِ الله َُّم ص
.ِالد ِيْن
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َ  فَق َ ْد فَاز،ِ  ُأ ْوصِيْك ُ ْم و َِإ َّيايَ بتَِقْو َى الله ِ وَطَاع َتِه،َ َّاتقُو ْا الله،ِ فَيَا ع ِبَاد َ الله،ُ أَ َّما بَعْد

َّ ِالزاد
َّ َ  و َت َز ََّودُوْا ف ِ َإ َّن خَيْر،َال ْم َُّتقُوْن
.َحوْن
ُ ِ اب لَع َ َّل ك ُ ْم تُفْل
ِ َ  و ََّاتقُو ْا الله َ يَا ُأول ِي الْال َْب،التقْو َى

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
On this blessed day, let us together increase the level of our conviction in
7

Allah SWT by performing all His commands and abandoning all that He has
prohibited. May we all find success in this world and in the Hereafter.
It is by nature that humans will have differences of opinions. But, this is not
an excuse for us to constantly be in dispute and hostile with each other.
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Realising this, Islam as a comprehensive religion has put forth a solution to
manage these differences.
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Thus, today's sermon will discuss the theme, "Celebrate Diversity,
9

Strengthen Unity".
Issues of differences and disagreements often cloud the soul and mind of
mankind. But, it is an inevitable fact and part of the sunnatullah governing

10

the creation of man. Conflicts not only exist in worldly affairs, but have also
expanded into religious life.
Differences and disputes have occurred due to diversity of ability,
differences in way of thinking, and in variety of languages, cultures, customs
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and backgrounds, as well as different perceptions and conclusions towards
a particular argument or passage. All these indirectly increase diversity and
proliferation of views and opinions.
From another point of view, it is a mark of His greatness that Allah SWT
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created creatures with individual uniqueness. Therefore, it is no wonder why
these differences have been occurring since the early days until today.
This is indicated in verses 118 to 119, Surah Hud at the beginning of the
sermon;

Which means: "And if the Lord (O’ Muhammad) has so willed, He could
have made mankind one people. (But he did not do so), and that is why they
13

will not cease to dispute. Except those on whom the Lord has bestowed His
Mercy, (they are united in the religion of Allah SWT); and for (the purpose of
the dispute and grace) that Allah SWT made man. And thus completed the
promise of the Lord: Behold, I will fill Hell with the jinn and mankind (the
guilty)."
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Ibn Kathir r.h states that it is clear, through the verse above, that disputes
still exist among people in matters of religion and belief, they are divided
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into various sects and opinions. Ikrima r.h also felt that they still disagree in
terms of the instructions. Thus, Islam has outlined the ethics and etiquette of
managing differences, especially among Muslims, which are discussed as
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follows:
First: Identify the limits of different opinions and do not transgress
The differences occurring among Muslims since the time of the Companions
15

until now manifests the celebration of diversity within Islam. This
phenomenon is helpful and positive if the differences do not exceed the limit
and become offensive, while still maintaining manners and proper etiquette
as outlined by the law.
Keep in mind that we are only permitted to accept differences of opinion for
matters considered juz'i (partial) or Zanni (not conclusive), while in matters
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of policy or Qat'i (ultimate) we are totally prohibited from questioning and
disagreeing.
On this matter, al-Imam al-Syatibi r.h, through his book Al-I'tisam, has
stated: "The disagreements that occurred in the days of the Companions to
this day are on issues of diligence (ijtihadiyah). The first time it happened
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was in the days of the Caliph al-Rashidun and the Companions, then
continued until the time of the tabi'in (friends of the Companions). All these
happened whilst they were still mutually refraining from denouncing each
other. "
Second: Sincere intention and not by impulsion or driven by desire
Sincerity is a virtue which is demanded of all Muslims for any deed to be
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accepted by Allah SWT. It is an obligation and a key for someone who
wants to find or uphold the truth so that he would not be overcome by
desire.
Arrogance in the search for truth is also a trait or habit that should be
eliminated. As reported by Imam al-Tirmidhi and narrated by Ka'b bin Malik
RA, Rasulullah SAW said:
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ُ ِ م َنْ طَلَبَ ال ْعِلْم َ لِي ُج َارِيَ بِه ِ ال ْع ُلَمَاء أَ ْو لِيم ُا َرِيَ بِه
َ ِف بِه ِ وُجُوه
َ السفَه َاء َ أَ ْو يَصْر
َ

َّ ُ الله
َّ
) (رواه الترمذي.َ النار
ِ النا
َّ ُ س ِإلَيْه ِ أَ ْدخَلَه
3
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Which means: "Whoever seeks knowledge for the sake of arguing with the
20

scholars, or to mock the ignorant, or to gain attention, then Allah SWT will
commit them to the damnation of Hell."
One of the signs of sincerity is the will to accept the truth even if it comes
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from someone who is inferior to us. This is what has been exemplified by
earlier generations.
Third: Avoid self-glorification, prejudices and always preserve Islamic
unity
One of the properties that we should avoid when differences of opinion
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occur is being uncompromising and adamant, even when faced with the fact
that our position is indefensible, like the Malay saying ‘menegakkan benang
yang basah’. Truth belongs only to God and He alone has the right to
determine, whether for an individual or a group.
Furthermore, fanatical followers of religious sects, groups, country or
religious mentors or teachers are very steadfast in their opinions and would
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refuse to budge on what they believe and stand for. Their actions are not
solely for Allah SWT but for some other reason or agenda. In addition to
that, they would force others to accept their beliefs, opinions and views.
Allah SWT has declared in Surah al-An'am verse 159:
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ﭹ ﭺ ﭻ ﭼ ﭽ ﭾ ﭿ ﮀ ﮁ ﮂﮃ ﮄ ﮅ ﮆ ﮇ ﮈ ﮉ ﮊ
ﮋ ﮌﮍ
Which means: “As for those who divide their religion (with disputes based
on lust) and break up into sects, you have no part in them in the least: their
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affair is with Allah: He will in the end tell them (on the Day of Resurrection)
the truth of all that they did”.
We must instil within us the belief that we can accept or reject opinions or

26

words from anyone, except the words of Rasulullah SAW, as only he alone
is faultless and protected from error.
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Fourth: Embrace brotherhood and the Islamic camaraderie

4
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Islam emphasizes on Muslim camaraderie. Accordingly, even if a
discrepancy arises, every Muslim should preserve manners, behaviour, and
actions, so as not to cause strife. Harsh words, insults, vilification and
slander should be avoided.
As stated by Allah SWT in surah al-Hujurat, verse 12:

ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ
28

ﭢﭣ ﭤ ﭥ ﭦ ﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭪ ﭫﭬ ﭭ ﭮﭯ ﭰ ﭱ ﭲ
ﭳﭴ
Which means: "O, you who believe! Shun much suspicion (lest you think
thoughts that are prohibited) Indeed, some assumption is sin; and do not
spy nor find fault and stigmatization of people; and do not some of you

29

swear at each other. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead
brother? (If so slander) then of course you loathe it. (Thus, abhor such) and
fear Allah; Allah is Relenting, Merciful. "
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Differences of opinion is by no means a hostile act. Although our views may
differ, it is still not an excuse for the community or society to break apart.
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Those whose views are true should not be arrogant and shame those with
different views than theirs. As for those whose views are wrong, it is more
honourable to concur and forgive. If we accept these views with an open
heart, unity will definitely be preserved.
To end today’s sermon, let us reflect on these conclusions as guidance and
reminders for all:
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First:

Disputes and differences of opinion among mankind is natural
and is proof of the greatness of Allah SWT.
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and

differences

which

are

extreme

and

unmanageable will invite discords and divisions among
mankind.

Third:

Any dispute that occur must be referred back to the Al-Quran
and As-Sunnah, which are the major sources of reference and
guidance in Islam.

As stated by Allah SWT in Surah al-Nisa, verse 59:

ﭷ ﭸ ﭹﭺ ﭻ
32

ﯵ ﯶ ﯷ ﯸ ﯹ ﯺ ﯻ ﯼ ﯽ ﯾﯿ ﰀ ﰁ ﰂ ﰃ ﰄ ﰅ
ﰆ ﰇ ﰈ ﰉ ﰊ ﰋ ﰌ ﰍﰎ ﰏ ﰐ ﰑ ﰒ ﰓ
Which means: "O you who believe! Obey Allah SWT and obey Rasulullah
and the ulil Amri (leaders) among you. And if you disagree (dispute) in a
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matter, then go back to (the Book of) Allah SWT and the (sunnah) of
Rasulullah SAW, if you truly believe in Allah and the Day of Resurrection.
That is better (for you), and more deserving in the end. "

ِ ات و َالذِكْر
ِ َ ن الْآي
َ ِ  و َنَفَعَن ِ ْي و َِإ َّياك ُ ْم بِمَا فِيْه ِ م،ن الْعَظِي ِْم
ِ بَارَك َ الله ُ ل ِ ْي و َل َك ُ ْم ب ِالْقُر ْآ
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َّ َ  ِإ َّنه ُ ه ُو،ُ ل مِن ِي وَمِنْك ُ ْم تِلَاو َتَه
ُ ل هَذ َا و َأَ سْ تَغْف ِر
ِ ْ ل قَو
ُ ْ  أَ قُو.السمِي ْ ُع الْعَلِي ِْم
َ  و َتَق ََّب،كي ِْم
ِ َ الْح
ك
َ ِ  ب ِرَحْمَت،ات
ِ َ  و َال ْمُؤْم ِنِيْنَ و َال ْمُؤْم ِن،ات
ِ َ  و َلِس َائِر ِ ال ْمُسْل ِمِيْنَ و َال ْمُسْل ِم،ْالله َ الْعَظِي ِْم ل ِي و َل َكُم

َّ َ ن و َيَا نَجَاة
َّ َ حم
.َالتائبِِيْن
َ ْ  فَاسْ تَغْف ِر ُ ْوه ُ فَيَا فَوْز َ ال ْمُسْتَغْفِرِي.َالرا ِحم ِيْن
َ يَا أَ ْر
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