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LOSING HOPE DESTROYS LIVES
(22 January 2016 / 12 Rabiul Akhir 1437H)

:ل
ِ ِ ا ْلحم َْد ُ ِلله ِ ال ْقآئ
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ﭷ ﭸ ﭹﭺ ﭻ
3

ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ
ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ ﭣ ﭤﭥ ﭦ
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،ُ  و َأَ شْهَد ُ أَ َّن سَيِد َنَا مُح ََّمدًا ع َبْد ُه ُ وَرَسُولُه،ُ ك لَه
َ الله ُ وَحْد َه ُ ل َا شَر ِي
َّ أَ شْهَد ُ أَ ْن ل َا ِإلَه َ ِإ َّلا
َّ
ن ِإلَى يَو ْ ِم
ٍ صحَابِه ِ وَم َنْ تَبِعَه ُ ْم ب ِِإحْ سَا
ْ َ و َعَلَى آلِه ِ و َأ،َل وَسَل ِ ْم عَلَى سَيِدِنَا مُح ََّمد
ِ الله َُّم ص
.ِالد ِيْن
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َ  فَق َ ْد فَاز،ِ صيْك ُ ْم و َِإ َّيايَ بتَِقْو َى الله ِ وَطَاع َتِه
ِ  ُأ ْو،َ َّاتقُو ْا الله،ِ فَيَا عِبَاد َ الله،ُ أَ َّما بَعْد
َّ ِالزاد
َّ َ  و َت َز ََّودُوْا ف َِإ َّن خَيْر،َال ْم َُّتقُوْن
.َحوْن
ُ ِ اب لَع َ َّل ك ُ ْم ت ُ ْفل
ِ َ  و ََّاتقُو ْا الله َ يَا ُأول ِي الْال َْب،التقْو َى

FELLOW MUSLIMS BLESSED BY ALLAH,
I call upon myself and all who are gathered here this Friday, who are all
much beloved by Allah SWT, let us all increase our efforts to have
7

conviction in Allah SWT by peforming all His commands and by staying
away from all that He has prohibited. May we be among those who are
with faith and perform virtuous deeds.
The Mimbar today would like to deliver a sermon entitled: “LOSING HOPE
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DESTROYS LIVES”.
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FELLOW MUSLIMS BLESSED BY ALLAH,
Since our independence, Malaysia has had among the best record for
economic performance in Asia. Our National Gross Domestic Product
9

(KDNK) has grown at an average rate of six point five percent (6.5%) per
year for almost 50 years. Our nation’s economy, which was traditionally
based on natural resources, has now ventured into other sectors such as
scientific, tourism, commerce and medical tourism.
As a result of very good economic management, Malaysia is today placed
at the highest level based on the appraisal of various international rating
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agencies, which puts us among countries with a very high competitive
advantage.
This stellar achievement is, among others, due to the skilful management
of our border control agencies, especially the Royal Malaysia Customs
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Department and other national security and defence agencies which are
directly involved in safeguarding the inflow aand outflow of goods.
But, coming into this new year, efforts to maintain such stellar performance
becomes even more challenging, especially when there is the issue of
armed threats by organised terrorist and criminals of the militant IS group,
also known as the Daesh terrorists, which is gaining more followers and
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harder to stem its growth. It is becoming more worrying for us, for it may be
dangerous to our citizens and the global community. The phenomemon
would also result in foreign investors getting more concerned and the
possible rise in the number of our Muslim youngsters being involved in the
wars in Syria and Iraq in the name of “jihad” and “martyrdom”.
FELLOW MUSLIMS BLESSED BY ALLAH,
The radical understanding brought by the IS group and the false ideology it
brings is a threat to our nation. Many of the individuals who are infuenced
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by such understanding are usually those who feel frustrated and angry with
the current situation in our country, or even the world, to the point that it
drives them to join terrorist groups. Besides that, the different level of
idealisme among some of them towards the changes brought by certain
2
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policies undertaken by certain parties also contribute towards such
reaction.
Based on the mimbar’s observations, losing hope and being frustrated has
brought quite a lot of negative impact upon the peace, prosperity and
development of a nation. Islam has never thought its folowers to lose hope
14

so quickly, because such attitude would only cause a person to feel that he
is a total failure in attaining certain dreams and ambitions, and in fact
makes him to never want to try again. Because of that, it weakens and
destroys the person’s inner strength, and is a poison to a man’s being.
Allah SWT explains in Surah Yusuf verse 87:

ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ
ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ ﭣ ﭤﭥ ﭦ
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Which means: "O, my sons! Go you and enquire about Yusuf and his
brother, and never give up hope of Allah's Soothing Mercy: truly no one
despairs of Allah's Soothing Mercy, except those who have no faith."
FELLOW MUSLIMS BLESSED BY ALLAH,
Those who do not lose hope are those who prove that they have very high
self confidence. Therefore, Islam demands for its followers to have
16

confidence and belief in their own self and should never lose hope in
gaining the blessings and guidance of Allah SWT. As a servant of Allah
SWT, it becomes an obligation for us to strive and attempt to find a
solution to the problems that we face.
Such is the manifestation of a person with faith who has a very close
relationship with Allah SWT and is bestowed with blessings. He would
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never lose hope of gaining the blessings of Allah SWT, even when faced
with great challenges, for he has peace within his heart due to his belief in
Allah SWT.
In such context, many do not realise that the way a person thinks would
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determine how his life would turn out. For example, if he thinks like a
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coward, then such a representation in his mind would influence his whole
potential and make him into a coward. Therefore, fear and losing hope of
gaining the blessings of Allah SWT shall only lead to the inability and the
inconfidence of those who may face challenges in the future.
Allah SWT explains this in Surah al-Hijr verse 52:

ﭑﭒ ﭓﭔﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘﭙ ﭚ
19
Which means: “When they entered his presence and said, "Peace!" He
said, "We feel afraid of you!" ”
‘Wajilun’ here referes to the jitters of the heart for thinking something bad
may happen. When someone thinks the worst of Allah SWT, then he has
actually brought dishonour upon himself, and he is ready to receive the
worst that he has thought of. This clearly negates any positivity desired by
20

Islam. Therefore, the mimbar would llike to call upon everyone here today
to instill within us the optimistic attitude towards all challenges thrown at us
by Allah SWT. With that, it is hoped that we shall become positive thinkers,
believing in our self and becoming servants of Allah SWT who are thankful.
FELLOW MUSLIMS BLESSED BY ALLAH,
In conjunction with the FIFTY FOURTH (54TH)) WORLD CUSTOMS DAY
2016, the mimbar would also like to invite all who are here today,
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especially those within the Royal Malaysia Customs Department, to make
the celebration as a way to light the torch of providing service based on
already determined principles.
While for the other agencies involved in our border controls, let us together
strengthen the cooperation to increase each of our abilities, in order to
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strenthen the best management through championing virtuous attirbutes,
ethics, morals and mutual understanding. With that, may we be able to
gain great benefits that would prosper the nation and its people.
In short, a concerted effort should be performed by making all parties
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realise their respective responsibilities in preserving our nation’s security. It
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should not be placed on the shoulders of the customs or members of the
armed and security forces alone without assistance from each and every
individual in this nation. The struggle to protect the peace and security of
our nation is considerd as part of the acts of worship, and a form of our
jihad in the way of Allah SWT. This is the time for us to be united to protect
the sovereignty of our nation and religion, and to deny any effort which
could destroy its peace.
To conclude this sermon, the mimbar would like to invite all who are here
today to ponder upon the gist of this sermon, among them as follows:
First:

The attitude of not losing hope when faced with challenges
demands us to become better persons.
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Second:

Always have good thoughts about, and ask for assistance
from, Allah SWT, in all aspects.

Third:

Make the attitude of not giving up as a habit, be patient and
avoid doing acts based on our emotiions and desires.

Allah SWT declared in Surah al-An’am verse 82:

ﭷ ﭸ ﭹﭺ ﭻ
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ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚﭛ ﭜ
Which means: "It is those who believe and confuse not their beliefs with
wrong - that are (truly) in security, for they are on (right) guidance."

ِ ات و َالذِكْر
ِ َ ن الآي
َ ِ  و َنَفَعَنِي و َِإ َّياك ُ ْم بِمَا فِيْه ِ م،ن الْعَظِي ِْم
ِ بَارَك َ الله ُ ل ِ ْي و َل َك ُ ْم ب ِالْقُر ْآ
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َّ َ ل م ِنِي وَمِنْك ُ ْم تِلاو َتَه ُ ِإ َّنه ُ ه ُو
ل قَو ْل ِ ْي هذ َا
ُ ْ أَ قُو.ُ السمِي ُع الْعَلِي ْم
َ  و َتَق ََّب،كي ِْم
ِ َ الْح

َات و َال ْمُؤْم ِنِيْن
ِ َ و َأَ سْ تَغْف ِر ُوا الله َ الْعَظِي ْم َ ل ِ ْي و َل َك ُ ْم و َلِس َائِر ِ ال ْمُسْل ِمِيْنَ و َال ْمُسْل ِم
َّ ُ  فَاسْ تَغْف ِر ُ ْوه ُ ِإ َّنه ُ ه ُو َ الْغَفُوْر،ات الأَ حْ يَاء ِ مِنْه ُ ْم و َالأَ مْوَات
.ُ حي ْم
ِ الر
ِ َ و َال ْمُؤْم ِن
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