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ATTAINING THE SWEETNESS OF FAITH
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Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

Let us together increase the level of our conviction in Allah SWT with full
obedience, faith and sincerity. Fulfil all that He has instructed us to do and
abandon all that He has prohibited us from doing. May we become faithful and
successful human beings who shall attain security in this world and in the

Hereafter.

Today's sermon shall discuss the topic entitled, “Attaining the Sweetness of
Faith”.
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Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

Be mindful that life in today's world is increasingly challenging. It is not only
mentally challenging, but also capable of unsettling one's faith. Various
opportunities to commit sin and immoral acts are present and served before
us. So, a strong faith is the best shield to deal with it. If a person’s faith is strong,
he shall always obey Allah SWT and shall be secured from being entrapped in
immorality.

Indeed, Islam is very concerned with the faith of its followers. The question now
is, how do we strive to achieve that feeling of satisfaction and sweetness with
our faith? Reflect upon a hadith recorded by Imam Al-Bukhari Rahimahullah,
which was narrated by Anas bin Malik RA, where Rasulullah SAW was

reported to have said:
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Which means: “There are three characteristics, which, if found in a person, he
has attained the sweetness of faith. When one loves Allah and His Prophet
more than he loves anyone else. And when he loves another person, for
nothing but for the sake of Allah. And when he hates to return to a state of

infidelity (Kufur), as much as he dislikes to be thrown into hell.”

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Through the hadith above, we can understand that there are three things which

has to be done first in order to attain the sweetness of faith, and they are:
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First: Loving Allah SWT and His Messanger more than anything else. Love
Allah SWT because He is Most Loving towards us. The proof is that Allah SWT
has bestowed upon us countless blessings. Allah SWT has so much love for
His servants, that He even withholds punishment for those who deny His
instructions. Therefore, opportunity is given by Allah SWT for His servants to
repent from errors and sin. In the meantime, love Rasulullah SAW too because
he has sacrificed his wealth and his entire life in order to ensure the cultivation
of faith and Islam in every person. Rasulullah SAW never gave up despite
being threatened and intimidated. This is why we need to place Rasulullah
SAW at the highest level of love. The love for Rasulullah SAW also indicates

the perfection of one's faith. Allah SWT says in Surah Ali Imran verses 31.:
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Which means: “Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me,
[so] Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Forgiving and

Merciful."

Second: To love someone because of Allah SWT. There are people who love
someone because of their wealth, career, lust and beauty. But, in pursuit of
attaining the sweetness of faith, one should lay down the foundation of loving
others simply due to Allah SWT. It means, no measure of the world is placed
upon the relationship other than it is due to the command of Allah SWT to love
one another, and to achieve the ultimate goal of receiving His pleasure alone.

Such relationships shall continue until the Day of Judgement.
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Third: Resentment of unfaithfulness. The devil adorns unfaithfulness with
pleasure. Alcohol, gambling, adultery, bribery, treason and anything that is
forbidden by Allah SWT is bait for sinners. Those who seek the sweetness of
faith will immediately realize this fact and avoid the excitement that invites the
wrath of Allah SWT. In fact, the person’s loathing for unfaithfulness and sin will

make him ever vigilant in preserving, within himself, his faith and conviction.

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
In a hadith recorded by Imam Muslim and narrated by al-Abbas bin Abd al-
Mutalib RA, Rasulullah SAW was reported to have said:
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Which means: "The sweetness of faith is felt by the one who is pleased with
Allah as his Lord, Islam as his religion, and Muhammad as His Messenger.”

Fortunate indeed for those who have attained the sweetness of faith,
sweetness which can bring a servant closer to his Creator. Among the features

to be felt if a person meets the three criteria mentioned earlier are:

First: The delight in obeying Allah SWT. A person would feel the delight,
excitement and love when performing his obligations towards Allah SWT.
There is no grievance, sadness or laziness. This delight was displayed by the
Ansar and Muhajirin women. When the order for them to cover their hair and
modesty were revealed in a revelation, they immediately cut off their clothes to
cover their heads. They did it happily and openly, without any regret.
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Second: The delight in abandoning the prohibitions of Allah. Amazingly,
when the revelation for the banning of alcohol was revealed, the companions
of Rasulullah SAW immediately went home and threw onto the ground all liquor
that was in their possession, without any feelings of doubt and loss. It was in
fact their daily beverage during that time. They were more proud and happy to
give priority to the rights of Allah SWT by abandoning all that He has prohibited.
It happened based on their willingness and self-determination to comply with
the provisions of Allah SWT.

Third: The delight of patience in the face of misfortune. Misfortunes are
tests from Allah SWT to prove man's faith in Him. To those who are patient,
Allah SWT shall reward them with the greatest of rewards. Verse 10 of Surah

Az-Zumar is in defence of those who are patient:
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Which means: “Say: "O you my servants who believe! Fear your Lord, good
is (the reward) for those who do good in this world. Spacious is Allah's earth!

Those who patiently persevere will truly receive a reward without measure!"

Remember the Companions who were mistreated at the beginning of
Rasulullah SAW’s mission to preach Islam in Makkah. Hardships befell them,
but those hardships added more delight to their struggle in upholding the
religion of Allah SWT. Being patient when faced with misfortune feels delightful
when it comes with the knowledge that it will elevate a person’s standing in the
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estimation of Allah SWT, doubling rewards, eliminating sin and becomes a

condition for being recognized as a believer.

Fourth: The delights of appreciating blessings. There are those who often
feel dissatisfied or insufficient with what Allah SWT has bestowed upon them.
There are also those who use the blessings of Allah SWT for immorality and
sin. People who have tasted the sweetness of faith are always grateful for what
Allah SWT has given. They know how to use all that Allah SWT has given them,
in accordance with the permissible allowances of the Islamic laws. That

gratitude will bring forth the sweetness of faith.

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
To conclude the sermon, let us consider some takeaways from it, which are as

follows:

First: Our faith is the strongest fortress and shield for humans when

faced with the trials and tribulations of this world.

Second: The key to experiencing the sweetness of faith is to love Allah SWT
and His Messenger more than we love others, as well as resenting

being a person without faith, or a disbeliever.

Third: The sweetness of faith can be felt through the acts of obedience,
abandoning the prohibited, being accepting of trials and
tribulations, while also being grateful for all the gifts and blessings

bestowed upon us.
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Reflect upon the advice of Allah SWT to Muslims who seek the sweetness of
this world over the love of Allah SWT and His Messenger, through Surah al-

Taubah, verse 24:
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Which means: “Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your
mates, or your kindred; the wealth that you have gained; the commerce in
which you fear a decline: or the dwellings in which you delight - are dearer to

you than Allah, or His Messenger, or the striving in His cause; then wait until

Allah brings about His decision: and Allah guides not the rebellious.”
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SECOND SERMON
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The Mimbar would like to request for the congregation who are here today to
use the donation boxes provided around the mosque to donate from their
pockets, so that we can continue organising activities that would utilise the
benefit of this House of Allah SWT. May such donations be counted by Allah
SWT as part of the charity given by us throughout our life.
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O, Allah, You are The One Lord Who is the Most Gracious and the Most

Merciful, we express our gratitude to You for all the gifts and blessings which
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you have bestowed upon us, provide to us and to our leaders direction and
guidance, strengthen the solidarity among us, unite our hearts for Your sake,
ease all our affairs, multiply our beneficial knowledge, cultivate our souls with
good morals, lead us to the route that You would approve, reinforce our faith
while facing all forms of trials and tribulations from You, preserve the peace,
harmony and safety of our country Malaysia and of our states and territories,
namely the Federal Territories. Eschew us from any form of upheaval, disunity
and chaos.
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