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TRUE INDEPENDENCE 
Special Sermon in Conjunction with National Day & National Women’s Day 

26 August 2016AD / 23 Zulkaedah 1437H 

تيِ هيَِ أَقوْمَُ، مَ وأََنعْمََ، وهَدَاَناَ باِلقْرُآْنِ للِ َّ هِ ال َّذيِ علَ َّ َمدُْ للِ َّ   الْح
 ٹ ٹ ڃ ڃ ڃ چ چ

  ڳژ  ژ  ڑ     ڑ  ک  ک  ک  ک  گ  گ  گ  گ  ڳ   ڳ  ڳ ڎ  ڈ      ڈ        

   ڱ       ں  ں         ڻ   ڻ  ڻ  ڱڱ     ڱ

 ُ داً عبَدْهُُ ورَسَُولهُ يكَ لهَُ، وأََشهْدَُ أَن َّ سَي دِنَاَ محُمَ َّ هُ وحَْدهَُ لاَ شرَِ ا الل َّ ُُ أَشهْدَُ أَنْ لاَ إِلهََ إِل َّ ِ ، الل َّ  ِّ ََ م َّ 
د، وعَلَىَ آلهِِ وأََصْحاَبهِِ ومَنَْ تبَعَُِمُْ بإِِحْساَنٍ إِلىَ يوَمِْ الد يِنِْ.وسََل مِْ علَىَ سَ   ي دِنِاَ محُمَ َّ

ِتقَْوىَ الل  هِ وطََاعتَهِِ، فقَدَْ فاَزَ المْتُ َّ  ايَ ب يكْمُْ وإَِي َّ َِ قوُاْ الل  هَ، أُوْ ا بعَدُْ، فيَاَ عبِاَدَ الل  هِ، ات َّ دوُْا أَم َّ قوُنَْ، وََََوَ َّ
كمُْ تفُْلحُِونَْ. َلبْاَبِ لعَلَ  َّ قوُاْ الل  هَ ياَ أُوليِ الْا قْوىَ، واَت َّ ادِ الت َّ  فإَِن َّ خيَرَْ الز َّ

 

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah, 

Conviction and faith shall free a person from bondage under man towards servitude under 

the Almighty. Conviction shall also ensure personal freedom from the punishment of Hell 

towards the blissfulness of Paradise. Therefore, let us shape our lives based on our 

conviction. May true happiness and independence belong to us. 

 

With the arrival of the month of August, the people of Malaysia will together celebrate and 

appreciate the meaning of independence. A variety of activities and events have been 
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planned for Malaysians to show and express their gratitude and blessings of this divine 

gift of freedom. Thus, in conjunction with Malaysia's 59th National Day and the celebration 

of Women's Day this year, the mimbar today shall deliver a sermon entitled: "True 

Independence". 

 

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah, 

It is sad to witness Muslims subjugated and suppressed in their own countries. Palestine, 

Syria and Iraq are battlefields that see thousands of their people killed, especially women, 

the elderly and children who have become victims of brutality. For us who live in an 

independent and peaceful country, we should be grateful for the blessings that Allah SWT 

has bestowed upon us. Gratefulness should be translated into full devotion to Allah SWT 

through conviction and good deeds in anything that we do in this world. 

 

On Thirty First (31st) of August every year, all Malaysians celebrate the anniversary of our 

independence. Parades, military displays and marches, cheering of slogans as well as 

singing patriotic songs and waving flags are exhibited to show our happiness and 

excitement with our country's independence. But, are all these enough to reflect the true 

meaning of independence? Are all these displays of patriotism enough to show our 

thankfulness for the efforts and sacrifices of past leaders and freedom fighters in the 

struggle for independence? 

 

Islam recognizes independence and freedom. Free to submit oneself to Allah SWT is 

considered independence. Free from the shackles of tyranny and violence is also 

considered independence. Free to practice the Sunnah of Rasulullah SAW is 

independence. Therefore, as Muslims, we should understand and appreciate the true 

meaning of independence through the extensive and complete views of Islam. For Islam, 

freedom is not specifically for Muslims alone, but it is also a right that should be enjoyed 

by people of all races and religion. As demonstrated by Sayyidina Umar Al-Khattab after 

conquering Palestine, he allowed the Christians of Palestine to open a church right across 

from a mosque and to continue practicing their teachings and beliefs. This is the meaning 
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of freedom and independence that is shaped by Islam. Possessing high levels of 

tolerance, being a formidable force feared by everyone, but remaining humble in the face 

of God. 

 

 

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah, 

In the days of early human civilization, women were looked down upon, and considered 

as an object to satisfy lust and greed. They were denied their rights, and their dignity was 

constantly violated. For example, under Babylonian laws, if a man kills another man or 

woman, the man is not punished. Instead, his wife will be put to death. Greek civilization 

created the myth of a mythical woman called 'Pandora', who is said to be the root cause 

of misfortune befalling mankind. During their glorious civilization, Rome established the 

right of a man to take the life of his own wife. Prostitution was widespread among them. 

In fact, the Arabs, before Islam, considered women as harbingers of misfortune, to the 

point that many female newborns would be buried alive. 

 

Islam arrived to uplift the dignity of women and to free them from bondage and slavery. 

Women are given the right to testify in a variety of situations, such as financial 

transactions, criminal cases, property wills, accusation of adultery (qazaf), sighting of the 

new moon and so on. In fact, the testimony of Sayyidatina Aisha RA was sufficient enough 

for the acceptance of hadith. This is proof enough that the testimony of a righteous woman 

can be accepted. Women were also given the right to inheritance. Al-Quran indicated this 

privilege through Surah An-Nisa, verse 7: 

ٱ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ  پ   پ  ڀ  ڀ  ڀ  ڀ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ      

 ٿ   ٿ  ٿ    ٿٺ

Which means: “From what is left by parents and relatives, there is a share for men and 

a share for women, whether the property be small or large, and a determinate share.” 
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The requirement of Hijab is also a form of independence for women, as protection from 

any form of harassment. The Quran mentions that hijab is recommended for women so 

that they are recognized as modest women and prevents them from becoming victims of 

sexual abuse. Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 59 records: 

ہ  ھ  ھ  ھ  ھ    ہڱ  ں  ں  ڻ  ڻ  ڻ  ڻ  ۀ    ۀ  ہ  ہ

 ۓ   ۓ  ڭ  ڭ  ڭ    ےے

Which means: “O Prophet! Tell you wives and daughters, and the believing women, that 

they should cast their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most 

convenient, that they should be known (as such) and not molested. And Allah is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 

 

However, some people with cynical views consider hijab as confining women in their 

garments whereas, as a fact, that is true freedom and true independence, when a 

woman’s sacred dignity is saved from being the target of abuse and harassment. 

 

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah, 

We have achieved and enjoyed our country’s independence. But, have we thought about 

another kind of independence which we should strive for – namely, independence in the 

hereafter that is eternal? The measure of independence there is when we are saved from 

the Fire and admitted forever into the Paradise of Allah SWT. We must realize that in 

order to achieve independence in the afterlife, the journey began the moment we were 

obliged to act in accordance with Allah SWT’s orders on this earth. We constantly battle 

with Satan who would whisper evil and lustful thoughts, which would always lead to 

immorality and syirk, plunging us into the mire of endless sin. Be aware, for the world is 

a testing ground. Whether we are afforded blessings or tested by adversity, both will be 

questioned. In a hadith recorded by Imam al-Tirmidhi Rahimahullah and narrated by Abi 

Barza Al-Sulami RA, Rasullukah SAW was reported to have said: 
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ى يسُْأَلَ عنَْ عمُرُهِِ فيِماَ أَفنْاَهُ وعَنَْ علِمْهِِ فيِمَ فعَ ََِّ وَ  ماَلهِِ نْ عَ لاَ َََوُلُ قدَمَاَ عبَدٍْ يوَمَْ القْيِاَمةَِ حَت َّ
 ُ  . )رواه الترمذي(منِْ أَينَْ اكْتسَبَهَُ وفَيِمَ أَنفْقَهَُ وعَنَْ جِسْمهِِ فيِمَ أَبلْاَه

 

Which means: "A servant of God will remain standing on the Day of Judgment until he 

is questioned about his (time on earth) and how he used it; about his knowledge and how 

he utilized it; about his wealth and from where he acquired it, and in what (activities) he 

spent it; and about his body and how he used it." 

 

Therefore, strive to achieve your afterlife independence. Return to obeying the command 

and will of Allah SWT and avoid committing actions that could invite His wrath. May 

independence in the afterlife that we seek be ours eventually. 

 

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah, 

The spirit that soars with the waving of the country’s flag during the National Day 

celebrations should be praised. A deep spirit of patriotism is evidence of our thanks and 

gratefulness of the graces and blessings bestowed upon us by Allah SWT. Therefore, 

here are some ways on how we can show appreciation for our independence: 

 

First, identify and acknowledge the services and sacrifices of our nation’s freedom 

fighters. Success and freedom did not come easy. It demands the sweat and blood of 

past fighters. Hence, honours should be bestowed upon them for their services. 

 

Second, be grateful to Allah SWT for our nation’s independence, as it would not be 

achieved without His consent. Man can plan and strive, but it is Allah SWT who decides. 

So, be grateful by having faith, conviction and doing well throughout our lives. 

 

Third, continue the development agenda of the country according to the will and guidance 

of Allah SWT. Follow the instructions of Rasulullah SAW, and his Companions RHM, in 
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developing Islamic regions around the world. Look at how justice, wisdom, transparency, 

trust and all their mahmudah attributes protected them while they managed their personal 

affairs as well as the affairs of their country. 

 

 

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah, 

To be individuals who understand the true meaning of freedom and independence, let us 

reflect and ponder upon the following reminders: 

 

First:  Acknowledge and appreciate the services and sacrifices of our country’s 

freedom fighters, and be grateful with the independence that we have 

gained, by filling it with acts that are blessed by Allah SWT. 

 

Second:  Islam raised the dignity and status of women and liberated them from 

cultures and traditions that patronised and belittled them. 

 

Third:  The meaning of afterlife independence for the Believer is when he receives 

mercy and blessings of Allah SWT and be rewarded with eternal Paradise. 

 

Reflect on the words of Allah SWT, with regards to the meaning of true independence, in 

Surah Ali Imran, verse 185: 

 ڃ ڃ ڃ چ چ

ہ  ھ   ھ  ھ   ھ    ہڻ  ۀ  ۀ  ہ  ہ   ڻں  ں  ڻ  ڻ 

 ڭ  ڭ  ڭ      ڭ  ۇ  ۇ  ۆ  ۓے  ے  ۓ

 

Which means: “Every soul shall have a taste of death: And only on the Day of Judgment 

shall you be paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and 
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admitted to the Garden will have attained the object (of Life): For the life of this world is 

but goods and chattels of deception.” 

 

اكمُْ بمِاَ فيِهِْ منَِ الآياَتِ واَلذ كِرِْ الْحكَِ  َ يْ باَركََ الل  هُ ليِْ ولَ كَمُْ باِلقْرُآْنِ العْظَيِمِْ، ونَفَعَنَيِ وإَِي َّ ب َّ َِّ مِ، وتَقَ
ميِعُ العْلَيِمُْ. هُ هوَُ الس َّ أَقوُلُْ قوَلْيِْ هذاَ وأََسْتغَفْرِوُا الل  هَ العْظَيِمَْ ليِْ ولَ كَمُْ ولَسِاَئرِِ  منِ يِ ومَنِكْمُْ تلِاوتَهَُ إِن َّ

ُ المْسُْلمِيِنَْ واَلمْسُْلمِاَتِ واَلمْؤُمْنِيِنَْ واَلمْؤُمْنِاَتِ الأَحْياَءِ منِْهمُْ واَلأَمْواَ هُ ه وَ الغْفَوُرُْ ت، فاَسْتغَفْرِوُْهُ إِن َّ
حِيمُْ.  الر َّ
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SECOND SERMON

 ْ الِحيِنَْ، واَل َمدُْ لِل  هِ ولَيِ ِ الص َّ ِ الْح ُ ل المِيِنَْ، واَلعاَقبِةَ َ عدُْواَنَ إِلا َّ علَىَ الظ َّ قيِنَْ، ولَا لاةَُ لمْتُ َّ ص َّ
ُ علَىَ إِماَمِ المْرُسَْليِنَْ، وَ  لامَ اسِ أَجْمعَيِنَْ، واَلس َّ ِ الن َّ ِ قدُْوةَ ِ ومَنَْ تبَ عَُمُْ وعَلَىَ آلهِ وأَصْحاَبهِ

 .بإِِحْساَنٍ إِلىَ يوَمِْ الد يِنِ 

ُ أَشهْدَُ أَنْ  ا إِلهَٓ إِلا َّ الل  ه يكَْ لهَُ، المْلَكُِ الْحقَ ُ المْبُيِنُ، وأََشهْدَُ أن َّ سَي دِنَاَ  ل َّ وحَْدهَُ لاَ شرَِ
داً عبَدْهُُ  ََادقُِ الوْعَدِْ الْأَميِنِ.محُمَ َّ  ورَسَُولهُُ، 

ا قوُا الل  هَ  أَم َّ ادقِيِنبعَدُْ، فيَاَ عبِاَدَ الل  هِ، اتِ َّ اعةَِ وحَُوُورِْ وحَاَفظِوُاْ علَىَ الط َّ ، وكَُونوُا معََ الص َّ
ِ ينَ  ِ معََ المصَُل ُمعْةَ َ الْج ِنفَْسِهِ وثَ ِ ب ُ وتَعَاَلىَ أَمرَكَمُْ بأَِمْرٍ بدَأََ فيِهْ َ سُبحْاَنهَ َّ الل  ه نّ َّ  . واَعلْمَوُا أَن َّ

بيِنَ. فقَاَلَ الل  هُ تعَاَلىَ مخُبْرِاً وآَمرِاً  َئكَِتهِِ المْقُرَ َّ ِ بمِلَا   المْؤُمنِيِنَْ :ب

ڄ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄ   ڃ  ڃڃ  ڃ  چ چ  چ  چ  ڇ  ڇ  

 ڇ

  ِِّ ََ ُمُ َّ  َلل َّ دٍ وعَلَىَ  ا ِ دنِاَ محُمَ َّ َ آعلَىَ سَي ِ دنِاَ إِبرْاَهيِمْ يتَْ علَىَ سَي ل َّ ََ َا  دٍ كَم ِ دنِاَ محُمَ َّ  وعَلَىَ لِ سَي
دٍ وعَلَىَ آ ِ دنِاَ محُمَ َّ ِ دنِاَ إِبرْاَهيِمَْ وَباَركِْ علَىَ سَي َ آلِ سَي َا باَركَْتَ علَ دٍ كَم ِ دنِاَ محُمَ َّ ِ دنِاَ لِ سَي ى سَي

ِينَْ إِن َّكَ حمَيِدٌْ مَجيِدٌْ.آهيِمَْ وعَلَىَ إِبرْاَ َم ِ دنِاَ إِبرْاَهيِمَْ فيِ العْاَل  لِ سَي
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ِناَ أَبىِ بكَرٍْ وعَمُرََ وعَثُمْاَنَ وعَلَيِِ ، وعَنَْ  اشِديِنَ سَاداَت ُلفَاَءِ الر َّ بعَةَِ الخ ُمُ َّ عنَِ الأَرْ  واَرْضَ الل َّ
 َ راَتِ وعَ ِ أَزْواَجِ نبَيِ نِاَ المطَُُ َّ ابعِيِنَ ومَنَْ تبَ ِ واَلت َّ حاَبةَ ِ الص َّ ِ وسََائرِ ِ وقَرَاَبتَهِ عَُمُْ نْ أَه ِِّْ بيَتْهِ

احِميِنَ. ا برِحَْمتَكَِ ياَ أَرْحَمَ الر َّ  بإِِحْساَنٍ إِلىَ يوَمِْ الد يِنِْ. واَرْضَ عنَ َّ

 ُ ُمُ َّ اغْفرِْ للِمْسُْلمِيِنَ واَلمسُْلمِاَتِ واَلمؤُمْنِيِنَ واَلم ُمُ َّ ؤمْنِاَتِ الأَحْياَءِ منِْهمُْ واَلأَمْواَتِ الل َّ . الل َّ
لاطَيِنِ الْ كرِاَمِ وَ  َ علَىَ الس َّ حْمةَ ِ أَنَْلِِ الر َّ ِ وَ  ولُاةَ ِ المْسُْلمِيِنَ العْظِاَمِ ال َّذيِنَْ قوََواْ باِلْحقَ   بهِ

ايعَدْلِوُنَ،  كاَنوُا ًَ ُ  يڠ دڤرتوان اڬوڠ بڬيندا ڤدوك سري علَىَ وخَُصُو ِ عتْصَمِْ الم الل  هِ ب
َ اين توانكو الحمحُبِ ُ الدِ   م شَاه ابن المرحوم سلطان بدَْليِ شَاه، وعَلَ َليِم معُظَ َّ ى ج عبَدُْ الح

 .حمَيِنهَحاجه توانكو  اڬوڠ راج ڤرمايسوري بڬيندا ڤدوك سري

عيِةَِ واَلبْلِ فيِنَْ واَلر َّ ُمُ َّ أَط ِِّْ عمُرْهَمُاَ مصُْلحِيَنِْ للِمْوُظَ َّ دهَمُاَ لطَِ الل َّ َِ َل غِْ مقَاَ يقِْ اُْْدُىَ ادَِ، وَب رِ
شَادِ  ةً، ياَ رؤَوُفٌ  .واَلر َّ ةً رخَِي َّ ياَ وسََائرَِ بلِادَِ المْسُْلمِيِنَ طَي بِةًَ آمنِةًَ مطُْمئَنِ َّ ُمُ َّ اجْع َِّْ ماَليِزِْ الل َّ

 باِلعْبِاَدِ. 

ُمُ َّ انصْرُْ منَْ نصَرََ الد يِنَ، واَخْذلُْ منَْ  ، خذَلََ المْسُْلمِيِنَْ، وأََع ِِّْ كلَمِتَكََ إِلىَ يوَمِْ الد يِنِْ الل َّ
 ودَمَ رِْ أَعدْاَءكََ أَعدْاَءَ الد يِنِ.

O, Allah, You are the Most Gracious and the Most Merciful, we are thankful for all the 

favours and blessings that You have bestowed upon us, grant to us and to our leaders 

guidance and direction, strengthen the unity among us, join our hearts to act in Your way, 
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facilitate all our affairs, enrich us with beneficial knowledge, invigorate our souls with good 

morals, lead us to the path which You approve of, strengthen our faith when faced with 

all forms of trials and tests from You, preserve the peace, security and tranquillity of our 

nation Malaysia, especially the area of our Federal Territories. Protect us from any form 

of upheaval, turmoil and chaos. 

 َ ن َب َّ ابُ. ر كَ أَنتَْ الوْهَ َّ بنَاَ بعَدَْ إِذْ هدَيَتْنَاَ وهَبَْ لنَاَ منِ ل َّدنُكَ رحَْمةًَ إِن َّ ناَ لاَ ََُغِْ قلُوُ بَ َّ  ار
ارِ. نيْاَ حَسنَةًَ وفَيِ الآخِرةَِ حَسنَةًَ وقَنِاَ عذَاَبَ الن َّ ِناَ فيِ الد ُ   آت

 عبِاَدَ الل  هِ،

ڌ   ڎ  چ  چ  چ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڍ ڍ ڌ  

    ڎڈ  ڈ  ژ  ژ   ڑ

َ يذَكْرُكْمُْ، واَشْكرُوُهُ علَىَ نعِمَهِِ يََدِْكمُْ، واَسْأَلوُهُ منِْ فوَْلهِِ يعُطْكِمُْ  فاَذْكرُوُا الل  هَ العْظَيِمْ
 ولَذَكِرُْ الل  هِ أَكْبرَُ، واَلل  هُ يعَلْمَُ ماَ تصَْنعَوُنَ.

 

 


