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TRUE INDEPENDENCE
Special Sermon in Conjunction with National Day & National Women'’s Day
26 August 2016AD / 23 Zulkaedah 1437H
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Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

Conviction and faith shall free a person from bondage under man towards servitude under
the Almighty. Conviction shall also ensure personal freedom from the punishment of Hell
towards the blissfulness of Paradise. Therefore, let us shape our lives based on our

conviction. May true happiness and independence belong to us.

With the arrival of the month of August, the people of Malaysia will together celebrate and

appreciate the meaning of independence. A variety of activities and events have been
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planned for Malaysians to show and express their gratitude and blessings of this divine
gift of freedom. Thus, in conjunction with Malaysia's 59t National Day and the celebration
of Women's Day this year, the mimbar today shall deliver a sermon entitled: "True

Independence”.

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

It is sad to witness Muslims subjugated and suppressed in their own countries. Palestine,
Syria and Iraq are battlefields that see thousands of their people killed, especially women,
the elderly and children who have become victims of brutality. For us who live in an
independent and peaceful country, we should be grateful for the blessings that Allah SWT
has bestowed upon us. Gratefulness should be translated into full devotion to Allah SWT
through conviction and good deeds in anything that we do in this world.

On Thirty First (31%) of August every year, all Malaysians celebrate the anniversary of our
independence. Parades, military displays and marches, cheering of slogans as well as
singing patriotic songs and waving flags are exhibited to show our happiness and
excitement with our country's independence. But, are all these enough to reflect the true
meaning of independence? Are all these displays of patriotism enough to show our
thankfulness for the efforts and sacrifices of past leaders and freedom fighters in the
struggle for independence?

Islam recognizes independence and freedom. Free to submit oneself to Allah SWT is
considered independence. Free from the shackles of tyranny and violence is also
considered independence. Free to practice the Sunnah of Rasulullah SAW s
independence. Therefore, as Muslims, we should understand and appreciate the true
meaning of independence through the extensive and complete views of Islam. For Islam,
freedom is not specifically for Muslims alone, but it is also a right that should be enjoyed
by people of all races and religion. As demonstrated by Sayyidina Umar Al-Khattab after
conguering Palestine, he allowed the Christians of Palestine to open a church right across

from a mosque and to continue practicing their teachings and beliefs. This is the meaning
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of freedom and independence that is shaped by Islam. Possessing high levels of
tolerance, being a formidable force feared by everyone, but remaining humble in the face
of God.

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

In the days of early human civilization, women were looked down upon, and considered
as an object to satisfy lust and greed. They were denied their rights, and their dignity was
constantly violated. For example, under Babylonian laws, if a man kills another man or
woman, the man is not punished. Instead, his wife will be put to death. Greek civilization
created the myth of a mythical woman called 'Pandora’, who is said to be the root cause
of misfortune befalling mankind. During their glorious civilization, Rome established the
right of a man to take the life of his own wife. Prostitution was widespread among them.
In fact, the Arabs, before Islam, considered women as harbingers of misfortune, to the

point that many female newborns would be buried alive.

Islam arrived to uplift the dignity of women and to free them from bondage and slavery.
Women are given the right to testify in a variety of situations, such as financial
transactions, criminal cases, property wills, accusation of adultery (gazaf), sighting of the
new moon and so on. In fact, the testimony of Sayyidatina Aisha RA was sufficient enough
for the acceptance of hadith. This is proof enough that the testimony of a righteous woman
can be accepted. Women were also given the right to inheritance. Al-Quran indicated this

privilege through Surah An-Nisa, verse 7:
DA IR AN AR T F o A A I A M
(O Her

cn o

Which means: “From what is left by parents and relatives, there is a share for men and

a share for women, whether the property be small or large, and a determinate share.”
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The requirement of Hijab is also a form of independence for women, as protection from
any form of harassment. The Quran mentions that hijab is recommended for women so
that they are recognized as modest women and prevents them from becoming victims of

sexual abuse. Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 59 records:
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Which means: “O Prophet! Tell you wives and daughters, and the believing women, that
they should cast their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most
convenient, that they should be known (as such) and not molested. And Allah is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.”

However, some people with cynical views consider hijab as confining women in their
garments whereas, as a fact, that is true freedom and true independence, when a

woman’s sacred dignity is saved from being the target of abuse and harassment.

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

We have achieved and enjoyed our country’s independence. But, have we thought about
another kind of independence which we should strive for — namely, independence in the
hereafter that is eternal? The measure of independence there is when we are saved from
the Fire and admitted forever into the Paradise of Allah SWT. We must realize that in
order to achieve independence in the afterlife, the journey began the moment we were
obliged to act in accordance with Allah SWT’s orders on this earth. We constantly battle
with Satan who would whisper evil and lustful thoughts, which would always lead to
immorality and syirk, plunging us into the mire of endless sin. Be aware, for the world is
a testing ground. Whether we are afforded blessings or tested by adversity, both will be
guestioned. In a hadith recorded by Imam al-Tirmidhi Rahimahullah and narrated by Abi
Barza Al-Sulami RA, Rasullukah SAW was reported to have said:
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Which means: "A servant of God will remain standing on the Day of Judgment until he
is questioned about his (time on earth) and how he used it; about his knowledge and how
he utilized it; about his wealth and from where he acquired it, and in what (activities) he

spent it; and about his body and how he used it."

Therefore, strive to achieve your afterlife independence. Return to obeying the command
and will of Allah SWT and avoid committing actions that could invite His wrath. May

independence in the afterlife that we seek be ours eventually.

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

The spirit that soars with the waving of the country’s flag during the National Day
celebrations should be praised. A deep spirit of patriotism is evidence of our thanks and
gratefulness of the graces and blessings bestowed upon us by Allah SWT. Therefore,

here are some ways on how we can show appreciation for our independence:

First, identify and acknowledge the services and sacrifices of our nation’s freedom
fighters. Success and freedom did not come easy. It demands the sweat and blood of

past fighters. Hence, honours should be bestowed upon them for their services.

Second, be grateful to Allah SWT for our nation’s independence, as it would not be
achieved without His consent. Man can plan and strive, but it is Allah SWT who decides.

So, be grateful by having faith, conviction and doing well throughout our lives.

Third, continue the development agenda of the country according to the will and guidance
of Allah SWT. Follow the instructions of Rasulullah SAW, and his Companions RHM, in
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developing Islamic regions around the world. Look at how justice, wisdom, transparency,
trust and all their mahmudah attributes protected them while they managed their personal
affairs as well as the affairs of their country.

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
To be individuals who understand the true meaning of freedom and independence, let us
reflect and ponder upon the following reminders:

First: Acknowledge and appreciate the services and sacrifices of our country’s
freedom fighters, and be grateful with the independence that we have
gained, by filling it with acts that are blessed by Allah SWT.

Second: Islam raised the dignity and status of women and liberated them from

cultures and traditions that patronised and belittled them.

Third: The meaning of afterlife independence for the Believer is when he receives

mercy and blessings of Allah SWT and be rewarded with eternal Paradise.

Reflect on the words of Allah SWT, with regards to the meaning of true independence, in

Surah Ali Imran, verse 185:
CoR At c o er oz S IR <4
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Which means: “Every soul shall have a taste of death: And only on the Day of Judgment

shall you be paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and
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admitted to the Garden will have attained the object (of Life): For the life of this world is
but goods and chattels of deception.”
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O, Allah, You are the Most Gracious and the Most Merciful, we are thankful for all the
favours and blessings that You have bestowed upon us, grant to us and to our leaders

guidance and direction, strengthen the unity among us, join our hearts to act in Your way,
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facilitate all our affairs, enrich us with beneficial knowledge, invigorate our souls with good
morals, lead us to the path which You approve of, strengthen our faith when faced with
all forms of trials and tests from You, preserve the peace, security and tranquillity of our
nation Malaysia, especially the area of our Federal Territories. Protect us from any form

of upheaval, turmoil and chaos.
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