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Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

Let us together increase our conviction in Allah SWT with full devotion, certainty and
sincerity, by obeying all His commands and avoiding all that He has prohibited. May
we become persons full of conviction and be ultimately secured and safeguarded in

this world and in the Hereafter.

The mimbar on this blessed day would like to discuss the sermon entitled: "The

Reflection of a True Believer".

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Muslims today are living in an age of great slander and libel. Injustice is rampant,
ignorance is widespread, and neglect has created much chaos. Rasulullah SAW

had warned us of an alarming situation where this age of slander would be the
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greatest test for people living during the end of times. As narrated by Abu Hurairah
RA, and recorded by Imam Muslim, Rasulullah SAW had said:
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Which means: “Make haste and pray before the arrival of a slander (a great test of
faith) that is akin to a very dark night. One who still has faith (belief) in the morning,
and in the evening he has become a non-believer, or one who is a Believer in the
evening, but by dawn the following day has become a non-believer, for he has sold

his religion for the love of worldly possessions."

Rasulullah SAW also reminded us, as indicated in the hadith narrated by Imam
Muslim just now, that we should all pursue the performance of good deeds before
the advent of great slander which shall test the strength of our faith, as people living
during the final days of this world, such as the appearance of Dajjal, the Dukhan or
smoke which fills the whole world, the Dabbah, which is an animal coming out from

the bowels of the earth, and the sun rising from the west.

Today, the signs preceding the great slander, and the final days, as mentioned just
now, have begun to appear. Many Muslims are seen to be living without a true,
strong and intact faith, with entertainment and enjoyment being their choice and
preference, many men and women are living their lives amidst various social media
networks devoid of guidelines and restrictions, without any means of differentiating
right from wrong, truth from falsehood, and jihad is no longer about defending

honour but has instead been misunderstood.

Similarly, many social ills in the country involving ethics and morals, have become
more serious. They are committed not only by teenagers, but also by adults and
even young children. We have heard of so many incidents through the mass media:
murder, adultery, robbery, hedonism, vandalism and so on. Unfortunately, many
social problems occurring today involves Muslims. But, we wonder: What is the

cause of the problems faced by Muslims today? Wouldn't prayers performed by,
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and the faith of, Muslims be enough to safeguard us from immorality and evil? Why

do Muslims seem to be lacking in their own inner strength?

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Allah SWT said in Surah al-Hujurat, verse 14:
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Which means: “The desert Arabs (Bedouins) say, "We believe." Say, "You have no
faith; but you (only) say, 'We have submitted our wills to Allah,’ for not yet has Faith
entered your hearts. But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not belittle
aught of your deeds: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."

From our understanding of the Quranic verse above, we can conclude that the
problems of social ills, crime and so on, occurring among Muslims today are due to
lack of faith in their hearts. If faith is absorbed, and has a strong foothold and
influence in the heart of a Muslim, he will exhibit a strong inner strength and will be
the reflection of a true believer. That is why Rasulullah SAW insisted that if one’s
faith is strong and resolute, one would not consume alcohol, commit adultery, steal,

rob or Kkill.

Indeed, appreciating the pillars of Islam, the Iman (or faith) and the lhsan should be
strengthened in an integrated manner so as to produce a true believer. Islam is the
physical aspect related to practice. Iman is the mental or intellectual aspect
associated with faith. While lhsan is the spiritual aspect or soul, which is the
spirituality or connection of our hearts to God. Our knowledge of Islam can be
strengthened further through the science of jurisprudence (figh), Iman through
knowledge of our creed (or agidah) and Ihsan through tasawuf

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Indeed, faith has a strong impact on the formation of a true believer’s soul, be it

among children, adolescents or adults. Faith is also the core of Islamic education.
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That is the reason why the teaching and development of faith and strengthening of it
took 13 years in Makkah. It was only after that the implementation of tenets and
principles of Shari'ah was able to succeed in Madinah.
A true believer must always be vigilant in these troubled times, because this is also
a concern of Rasulullah SAW. Here are some recommendations on how to be

protected from persecution and slander:

First: Accept only the truth and avoid what is doubtful. Also, abstain from what is
prohibited, especially things that are heinous, sinful and violating Islamic laws. As
recorded by Imam At-Tarmizi and narrated by Al-Hassan bin Ali RA, Rasulullah
SAW had said:
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Which means: "Cast aside things you have doubts about and embrace the things

that you do not suspect. Indeed, the truth is peace and the lies are doubts."

Second: Strengthen our faith and piety as a shield in the face of trials and
tribulations. Thereafter trust, and leave all matters to Allah SWT once the necessary
steps have been taken.

Third: Steer clear of disunity and discord, and follow what has been agreed by a
majority of the scholars. At-Tarmizi recorded, as narrated by Abdullah bin Umar RA,
that Rasulullah SAW had said:
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Which means: "Be among the congregation, and beware of divisian and disunity

because the devil is always with individuals who are alone."

Fourth: Say the istighfar and seek refuge with Allah SWT by asking for help
through patience and prayer. Pray for safety from persecution and slander of
wealth, slander of poverty, slander of the Dajjal, punishment in the grave,

punishment in Hell, and so on. Rasulullah SAW highly advised this.
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Fifth: Always encourage and promote the performance of good deeds, while
avoiding the performance of what is wrong. Indeed, the followers of Prophet
Muhammad SAW are the best of people as we believe in Allah SWT with the truest
of faith, contribute to what is good, or right, and forbidding what is wrong, bad and

shameful.

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,

The conclusion of the sermon delivered today include:

First: The birth of a true believer comes through the solid cohesion between
the pillars of Islam, Iman and lhsan.

Second: A true Mukmin must always be wary of all forms of slander, trials and
tribulations.
Third: The reflection of a true believer is a strong Muslim whose faith is

strong and intact. True believers distance themselves from sins and

disobedience.

Allah SWT declared in Surah al-Hadid, verse 28:
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Which means: “O, you that believe! Fear Allah, and believe in His Messenger, and
He will bestow on you a double portion of His Mercy: He will provide for you a Light
by which you shall walk (straight in your path), and He will forgive you (your past):

for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
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O, Allah, You are the Most Gracious and the Most Merciful, we are thankful for all
the favours and blessings that You have bestowed upon us, grant to us and to our
leaders guidance and direction, strengthen the unity among us, join our hearts to

act in Your way, facilitate all our affairs, enrich us with beneficial knowledge,
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invigorate our souls with good morals, lead us to the path which You approve of,
strengthen our faith when faced with all forms of trials and tests from You, preserve
the peace, security and tranquillity of our nation Malaysia, especially the area of our
Federal Territories. Protect us from any form of upheaval, turmoil and chaos.
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