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:ا َ ْلحم َْد ُ ل َِّله ِ الْق َائ ِل
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ﭷ ﭸ ﭹ ﭺﭻ
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ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ ﭝ ﭞﭟ ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ ﭣ ﭤ ﭥ ﭦ ﭧﭨ ﭩ
ﭪ ﭫ ﭬ ﭭ ﭮ ﭯﭰ ﭱ ﭲ ﭳ ﭴ ﭵﭶ ﭷ ﭸ ﭹ
ﭺﭻ
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َّ أَ شْهَد ُ أَ ْن لا َ ِإلَه َ ِإ
ُ  و َأَ شْهَد ُ أَ َّن سَيِد َنَا مُح ََّمدًا عَبْدُه،ُ ك لَه
َ ْ لا الله ُ وَحْدَه ُ لا َ شَر ِي
،ُ سو ْلُه
ُ َ وَر

.َصحَابِه ِ أَ جْم َعِين
ْ ََل وَسَل ِ ْم عَلَى سَيِدِنَا مُح ََّمدٍ و َعَلَى آلِه ِ و َأ
ِ ا َ َّلله َُّم ص
َ  فَق َ ْد فَاز،ِ صيْك ُ ْم و َِإ َّيايَ بتَِقْو َى الله ِ وَطَاع َتِه
ِ  ُأ ْو،َ ا َِّتق ُوا الله،ِ فَيَا عِبَاد َ الله،ُ أَ َّما بَعْد
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َّ ِالزاد
َّ َ  و َت َز ََّودُوْا ف َِإ َّن خَيْر،َال ْم َُّتق ُون
اب لَع َ َّل ك ُ ْم
ِ َ  و ََّاتق ُوا الله َ يَا ُأوْل ِي الْأَ لْب،التقْو َى

.َتُفْلِحُون

Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
Each passing moment is proof of our increase in age as we live our life on
7

Earth. Fortunate indeed for those who use their time for charitable
purposes, and unfortunate for those who waste their time by engaging in
vices and wrongdoings. Let us make the effort to increase our conviction in
1
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Allah SWT, because only our conviction shall save us from destruction and
collapse.
In conjunction with the first day of the New Year 2016, on this blessed
8

Friday, the khatib would like to invite fellow Muslims to ponder upon the
sermon entitled “Strengthening Our Resolution”.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
With the arrival of the new year, people from every corner of the world will
be excited to celebrate it in various ways. Some would congregate to wait
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at midnight to usher in the new year, while others would celebrate by
singing and dancing from dusk to dawn. Others meanwhile, would usher in
the new year with a more moderate and Islamic approach by performing
Hajat prayers, Salawat and religious talks.
They perform all these because, to them, the arrival of the new year is a
significant event in their lives. The question is, are these celebrations the
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only priority? In reality, people tend to ignore what they really need in their
lives with the every arrival of a new year. What is the resolution that we
should realize this year?
A ‘resolution’ means a strong ambition and determination to achieve what
we want. Someone without a strong determination or resolution will not
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achieve what he dreams of. But, we should also remember, as Believers,
we should leave the eventual fulfilment of the resolution in the hands of
Allah SWT.
As stated at the end of Surah Al Imran, verse 159, which was read out at
the start of this sermon:
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Which means: “And when you have decided, then rely upon Allah.
Indeed, Allah loves those who rely [upon Him].”
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
13

We tend to make a lot of resolutions and aims with the arrival of the new
year. Some aim to stop smoking for health reasons. Others are resolute to
2
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stop committing vices because they want to lead a life that would be
pleasing to Allah SWT, while others aim to improve their work performance
to gain recognition and bonus rewards from their employers.
In reality, not all of us are really committed towards realizing our
resolutions. There are some who are determined at the start, but, as time
passes and due to certain factors, they become less determined in fulfilling
14

their proudly stated resolutions. This attitude is akin to the Malay saying
“Seperti Melepaskan Batok di Tangga”, which means a person is not doing
something wholeheartedly. Among the reasons these resolutions are not
achieved are because:
First: The person has no patience to try hard to fulfil the resolutions they
make. A lot of us want instant results without working hard. For example, in
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order to get rich quick and to live a wealthy lifestyle, there are individuals
who would invest their whole life savings in dubious business schemes. As
a result, their hard earned life savings disappear in a blink of an eye.
Remember, to regret earlier is better than to regret later.
Second: Temptations of lust. Without a doubt, lust is the biggest hindrance
to anyone aiming to be successful in whatever they do. This is because,
lust is within everyone and it will always invite us to leave whatever is
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good. The influence of a hidden and invisible enemy is more dangerous
than a visible enemy. As a reminder to all of us in facing the dangers of
lust.
Allah SWT says in Surah Yusuf, verse 53:

ﭒ ﭓ ﭔﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ ﭝﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ ﭣ
17
Which means “And I do not acquit myself. Indeed the soul is a persistent
enjoiner of evil, except those upon which my Lord has mercy. Indeed, my
Lord is forgiving and merciful”
18

Third: The absence of planning. Usually, those who do not have a
3
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systematic plan will fail to achieve their aims. They do things without any
convincing direction. They feel that the most important thing is the effort
itself, without any thought to planning. This mentality is borne out of ego
and arrogance. But remember, if we fail to plan, we are planning to fail.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
After the fall of the Turkish Ottoman Empire, Turkey was ruled by secular
governments for more than 80 years. In spite of that, efforts to uphold
19

Islam has been made continuously. Let the success of the leaders of that
country in upholding Islam be the inspiration for us to achieve what we aim
for.
Even if it takes time, but with careful planning, effort and faith, In sya Allah,
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we can achieve our goals. Let us all take the following steps to realise the
resolutions that we have made:
First: Be patient in our efforts. Realise that success or achievements do
not happen without patience. It needs a high degree of patience and
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continuous effort before the success that will make us happy, arrives. On
top of that, every success achieved after numerous challenges and
setbacks is much sweeter.
Ponder upon this hadith of Rasulullah SAW, narrated by Imam Ahmad,
based on a report by Anas bin Malik RA:

َّ " ا َ َّلنصْر ُ م َ َع
"  و َِإ َّن م َ َع ال ْعُسْر ِ يُسْر ًا،ْب
ِ ج م َ َع ال ْكَر
ُ َ  و َالْف َر،ِ الصبْر
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Which means: “Victory will come with patience, relief will come with
affliction and hardship will come with ease”
Second: Prepare a detailed plan. No success or victory in any battle
comes without strategy and planning. Just look at our country’s past
23

leaders who have built Malaysia into a country respected in the eyes of the
world.
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The success story of our country has become an example for other Islamic
nations to follow. We owe all of that to our past leaders who had put in
24

place clear planning and vision as guides for our future leaders, in their
effort to develop the nation.
Third: Istiqamah, or being consistent in the efforts to achieve what is
aimed for. Istiqamah is the most important criteria to those who are
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Believers. Istiqamah will continuously assist us in realizing our dreams.
There is no point in being Believers if, when told to constantly try, the
istiqamah disappears from us.
Fellow Muslims blessed by Allah,
To conclude the sermon, I would like to invite all fellow Muslims here today
to ponder on the following as guidance for all of us:

First:

As Believers, we should realise that resolutions made and
cultivated should ultimately be determined by Allah SWT.
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Second:

Be wary of the temptation of lust that would want to
continuously bring us towards evil, because lust is capable of
thwarting any resolution we have made.

Third:

Any resolution can be successfully achieved if there is
patience, istiqamah and proper planning.

Ponder upon the words of Allah, in Surah Ar-Ra’d, verse 11:

ﭷ ﭸ ﭹ ﭺﭻ
27

ﮠ ﮡ ﮢ ﮣ ﮤ ﮥ ﮦ ﮧ ﮨ ﮩ ﮪﮫ ﮬ ﮭ ﮮ ﮯ ﮰ ﮱ
ﯓ ﯔ ﯕ ﯖﯗ ﯘ ﯙ ﯚ ﯛ ﯜ ﯝ ﯞ ﯟﯠ ﯡ ﯢ ﯣ ﯤ ﯥ ﯦ
ﯧ
5
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Which means: “For each one are successive Angels before and behind
him who protect him by the decree of Allah. Indeed, Allah will not change
28

the condition of a people until they change what is in themselves. And
when Allah intends for a people ill, there is no repelling it. And there is not
for them besides him any patron”

ِ ات و َالذِكْر
ِ َ ن الْآي
َ ِ ِيم و َنَفَعَنِي و َِإ َّياك ُ ْم بِمَا فِيْه ِ م
ِ بَارَك َ الله ُ ل ِ ْي و َل َك ُ ْم ب ِالْقُر ْآ
ِ ن الْع َظ
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َّ َ ل م َِّنا وَمِنْك ُ ْم تِلاَو َتَه ُ ِإ َّنه ُ ه ُو
ُ ل قَو ْل ِي هَذ َا و َأَ سْ تَغْف ِر
ُ  أَ ق ُو.ُ السمِي ُع الْعَل ِيم
َ كي ِْم و َتَق ََّب
ِ َ الْح
ِ ات الأَ حْ يَاء
ِ َ ات و َال ْمُؤْم ِنِيْنَ و َال ْمُؤْم ِن
ِ َ الله َ الْعَظ ِيم َ ل ِ ْي و َل َك ُ ْم و َلِس َائِر ِ ال ْمُسْل ِمِينَ و َال ْمُسْل ِم
َّ ُ ات فَاسْ تَغْف ِر ُ ْوه ُ ِإ َّنه ُ ه ُو َ الْغَفُوْر
.ُ الرحِيم
ِ َ مِنْه ُ ْم و َالْأَ مْو
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